
 
 

 
 

May 5, 2011 
 
U.S./Americas 
 
Drone proliferation prompts calls for regional code of conduct 
Christian Science Monitor, April 20, Spread of drone programs in Latin America sparks calls for code of 
conduct 
 
Admissions of U.S. predator patrols in Mexico, wider regional interest in drones for 
crime-fighting, and a recently signed “strategic agreement” between Embraer of Brazil 
and drone-manufacturer Elbit Systems of Israel are all signals that there is a need for a 
code of conduct for the use of drones in Latin America, according to quoted experts. So 
far, Brazil, Mexico, and Ecuador already operate drones, while Argentina, Chile, 
Colombia, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela have programs to develop such a capability. 
While most drone missions have been focused on surveillance as part of investigations 
of organized crime, Venezuela accused Colombia in 2009 of using drones for spying. 
 
Mexican government may be intending to sue U.S. arms manufacturers 
CBS News, April 21, Mexico wants to sue U.S. gun makers 
 
The Mexican government has retained a New York based law firm to explore filing civil 
charges against manufacturers and distributors of weapons in the United States. CBS 
News reports that a contract was signed in November of last year in Washington, and 
that investigators will attempt to trace serial numbers of guns acquired in Mexico back 
across the border. 
 
Updated report on U.S.-Mexico arms trafficking  
Wilson Center Mexico Institute, April 2011, Update on U.S. Firearms Trafficking to Mexico Report 
 
This update presents recent developments in trafficking of arms along the U.S.-Mexico 
border and key areas in which progress needs to be made. In particular, the author 
highlights the considerable weaknesses in current Mexican tracing and gun registry 
systems, communication and cooperation issues between US agents in Mexico and their 
local counterparts, and the need for further regulations and practical measures on the 
U.S. side of the border. 
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Comment period for proposed border gun sales regulation extended 
Main Justice, April 29, Obama Administration Extends Comment Period on Controversial Gun Sales 
Rules 
 
The proposed measure, requiring gun retailers in states bordering Mexico to report sales 
of multiple rifles, is intended to halt the flow of weapons legally purchased in the U.S. 
from falling into the hands of Mexican cartels. According to the article, the proposal has 
so far received 13,000 responses so far, 70% of which are supportive. The rule has been 
opposed by the National Rifle Association, which believes the border states will be used 
as a testing ground before the rule is extended nation-wide. 
 
Northrop CEO calls for lower export barriers 
Reuters, May 3, U.S. should relax defense export rules - Northrop 
 
The CEO of Northrop Grumman has accused the strict export control regulations 
imposed by the International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) of disadvantaging U.S. 
manufacturers in the global arms market. Wes Bush called for lower barriers on most 
items and higher barriers on a select few during a speech in London. Similar proposals 
have been aired by other defense industry representatives in recent days after the failure 
of the U.S. bids in the Indian combat jet tender competition (see below). 
 
US official expects growth in arms trade despite global downturn 
U.S. Department of State, May 3, Defense Trade Advisory Group Plenary 
 
Assistant Secretary Andrew J. Shapiro, of the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs, told 
the Defense Trade Advisory Group, a committee of defense industry representatives, 
that he expected U.S. arms exports to continue increasing despite the global recession. 
Shapiro listed several factors that would support this trend: the quality of U.S. goods; 
expanding defense trade relations with developing countries; continuing maintenance 
and expansion of partners’ capabilities; the longevity of alliances with traditional 
partners. However, he emphasized that arms trade policy can and should change along 
with U.S. foreign policy priorities and hinted that an overhaul may be needed soon. 
 
Two alleged arms smugglers extradited from Romania to the U.S. 
Bloomberg, April 29, U.S. Citizens Extradited to Face Taliban-Conspiracy Charges 
 
Alwar Pouryan and Oded Orbach were arrested in February in Bucharest after a Drug 
Enforcement Administration operation where sources posed as Taliban buyers and 
requested weapons including surface-to-air missiles. According to Bloomberg, if 
convicted of conspiracy to acquire and transfer anti-aircraft missiles, the two could face 
a mandatory minimum sentence of 25 years in prison. Pouryan, Orbacha, and other 
conspirators also offered to transfer rifles, anti-tank weapons, and grenade launchers. 
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Colombian Minister of Defense to explain acquisition irregularities 
Defensa.com, April 29, El Ministro de Defensa de Colombia deberá dar explicaciones por la contratación 
de blindados 
 
Irregularities in acquisition programs to upgrade Colombian armored vehicles are 
drawing the scrutiny of a Colombian Senate panel. The Defense Minister Rodrigo Rivera 
has been summoned to explain why newly upgraded EE-9 vehicles have been installed 
with substandard engines and parts, resulting in breakdowns. In addition, questions 
exist regarding how the company which was contracted to carry out that upgrade has 
again been selected to upgrade TPM-113 vehicles, and how other corporations which are 
not fully compliant with regulations have been awarded similar defense contracts.  
 
Wikileaks: Arms to Honduras diverted to Mexico and Colombia 
Inside Costa Rica, April 28, Wikileaks Reveals Arms Smuggling in Honduras 
 
A leaked Defense Intelligence Agency report accuses the Honduran military of losing 
arms transferred from the United States and allowing for them to be illegally smuggled 
to criminals in Mexico and Colombia. The article reports that grenades and light anti-
tank weapons of the type diverted were provided by the U.S. to Honduras in 1992. 
Reporters Without Borders, a non-governmental organization, later reported that a 
Honduran radio executive narrowly evaded an attack shortly after speaking on air about 
the alleged diversions. Arnulfo Aguilar, the director of the opposition-aligned Radio 
Uno believes the masked men waiting at his home were part of an assassination 
attempt. 
 
Costa Rica becomes 57th state to ratify the Convention on Cluster Munitions 
Cluster Munition Coalition, May 4, Costa Rica Ratifies Cluster Bomb Ban 
 
Costa Rica was a participant in the Oslo negotiations and hosted a regional summit in 
2007. During an annual regional summit, the Tuxtla Mechanism, which it hosted in 
2009, Costa Rica also supported a declaration encouraging states in Latin America and 
the Caribbean to ratify the Convention. Costa Rica is not listed by the Cluster Munition 
Coalition as stockpiling or producing cluster munitions. 
 
Chilean army initiates mine clearing program in South 
MercoPress, April 22, Chilean Army clearing antitank and antipersonnel mine fields in Tierra del Fuego 
 
113 minefields in the four provinces of Ultima Esparanza, Magallanes, Tierra del Fuego, 
and Chilean Antarctica will be cleared of anti-personnel and anti-tank mines. Part of the 
mission will involve marking and cordoning off areas contaminated with mines. 
According to the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, an advocacy NGO, Chile 
has a deadline of March 1, 2012 to clear all of its minefields. 
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Middle East and North Africa  
 
Libyan rebels ask for advanced weaponry 
The Telegraph, April 28, Libya: Col Gaddafi still has quarter of chemical weapons stockpile 
 
A top rebel military leader has called for access to advanced weaponry, including heavy 
weapons, anti-tank missiles, torpedo-armed patrol boats, and even attack helicopters. 
This renewed plea for aid comes after the White House green-lit a State Department 
proposal to send $25 million in non-lethal equipment and aid to Libyan rebels. The 
package may include vehicles, radios, medical equipment, and protective vests, among 
other items.  
 
After accusations, Libyan rebels pledge not to use mines 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines, April 30, Nobel Peace Laureate Campaign Welcomes 
Libyan Rebel Pledge Not to Use Landmines, Urging the Government for Similar Action  
 
The non-governmental organization Human Rights Watch has received an official 
communiqué from the National Transitional Council, a Libyan rebel organization, that it 
will not use landmines and will proceed to destroy all mines in its stockpile.  The 
communiqué also said that a future Libyan government should accede to the 1997 
Landmine Treaty. The pledge comes after rebel forces near Ajdabiya were filmed by the 
BBC planting anti-vehicle mines earlier in the month. 
 
EU preparing Syrian arms embargo  
The Independent, April 30, EU set to impose arms embargo but calls continue for more robust sanctions 
 
The embargo is the first step in a coordinated response to deadly government repression 
of protests. The next steps, currently under discussion, may include wider sanctions 
although it is unclear what practical effect this will have on the target country. At least 
one diplomat (see first article) has admitted that “[n]o one is under any illusions Syria 
will be harmed massively”, given the limited trade between the EU and Syria.  
 
Turkey to purchase 109 Sikorsky helicopters 
Defense News, April 21, Turkey Picks Sikorsky Helo in $3.5B Deal 
 
The $3.5 billion contract will involve the joint production of an initial 109 units, but 
cited industry analysts predict up to 600 more could eventually be produced. The 
Turkish military, Security Directorate (police force), and firefighters are all likely to 
receive units of the T-70.   
 
Spain: Exports to Morocco will be monitored, licenses can be suspended 
Expansión.com via Defensa.com, May 2, El Ejecutivo amaga con retirar licencias de armas a Marruecos 
 
In response to accusations made by non-governmental organizations in November and 
reiterated by a parliament member recently that Spanish arms exports were being used 
in violation of human rights in the Western Sahara, the Spanish government has stated 
that it is ready to suspend or revoke licenses if it can confirm such violations have 
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occurred. The government reassured critics that there existed “very strict” agreements 
on how arms exports could be used. Spain’s primary export to Morocco has been 
armored vehicles, some 30 million euros of which were sold in 2009. 
 
 
Europe/Russia 
 
Russia expecting $9.5 billion in 2011 sales, growth in Latin America  
United Press International, May 3, Russia aims for $9.5 billion arms sales 
 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov described Russian interests in Latin America as “purely 
commercial” while noting increased sales and interest in Russian arms exports in the 
region. Russian exporters put aircraft, helicopters, and anti-air systems on show at the 
2011 Aero and Defense exposition in Rio de Janeiro last month, hoping to push further 
into this “expansive and promising” market, as described by another state marketing 
official. According to the state export company Rosoboronexport, Russia has defense 
trade ties with Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela and Uruguay. 
 
Dutch vote to buy second test F-35 becomes pawn of domestic politics 
Dutch News via defense-aerospace.com, April 21, The Netherlands to Buy Second Test Joint Strike 
Fighter Jet 
 
After a narrow vote in parliament, the Netherlands has decided to purchase a second 
test F-35, but will leave the bigger question of whether to go ahead and replace all older 
F-16s to the next government. The deciding vote was cast by the right-wing Party for 
Freedom (PVV), which stated it would not approve of a larger acquisition program, but 
voted affirmatively to acquire a second F-35 in exchange for concessions on 
“immigration restrictions, more police, better laws against Muslims, etc.” 
 
  
Africa 
 
Security Council renews Ivory Coast embargo 
Deutsche Presse-Agentur via Monsters and Critics, April 28, UN Security Council maintains arms 
embargo on Ivory Coast 
 
With the support of President Alassane Ouatarra, the UN Security Council has decided 
to extend for a year an arms embargo first put in place in 2004. Fighting has largely 
subsided after Ouatarra’s rival and predecessor, Laurent Gbagbo, surrendered on April 
10. The Security Council also reaffirmed the need to disarm combatants, collect small 
arms, and fight illegal smuggling as prerequisites for stability. 
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Asia 
 
India eliminates U.S. bids from MMRCA tender competition 
The Economic Times, April 28, India shortlists Dassault's Rafale, Eurofighter Typhoon for $12 bn jet 
deal 
 
The contract for 126 fighter jets will now go to either Dassault’s Rafale or the 
Eurofighter Typhoon. Lockheed Martin’s F-16IN and Boeing’s F/A-18E/F were 
eliminated, along with offerings from Saab of Sweden and MiG of Russia. U.S., French, 
and Russian officials all lobbied for their nation’s manufacturers in what is the largest 
Indian defense competition in recent decades. 
 
Indian C-17 deal closer to completion after Finance Ministry approval 
The Financial Express, April 27, Decks cleared for $5.8-bn C-17 Globemaster deal 
 
After initial opposition to the deal, the Finance Ministry has made a U-turn and 
approved the deal for 10 C-17 Globemaster-III transport aircraft, manufactured by 
Boeing. The proposal now must obtain Cabinet security committee clearance, after 
which a contract can be signed. The Indian air force may opt to buy six more aircraft 
later on. According to U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asia 
Robert Blake, the deal would create up to 30,000 jobs in the United States.  
 
U.S. to supply Pakistan with non-lethal drones 
Reuters, April 21, U.S. to supply Pakistan with 85 mini-drones 
 
The Raven, an unarmed surveillance drone, is one of the most common unmanned 
aerial vehicles in service worldwide, according to its manufacturer, AeroVironment Inc. 
The 85 units to be transferred to Pakistan are a response to requests for access to drone 
technology; the U.S. has also separately previously proposed providing Islamabad with 
larger, longer-range surveillance drones. 
 
Thailand opts for six older German submarines at $260 million cost 
Bangkok Post, April 26, Navy wins big battle for U-boats 
 
A navy plan to spend 8 billion baht (around $260 million) on six older German 
submarines has been approved by the Defence Council of Thailand, and supersedes a 
previous plan to buy just two new South Korean made submarines for 40 billion baht 
(around $1.3 billion). The deal will now proceed to the cabinet, and if approval is 
forthcoming, deliveries could commence by September 2013.  
 
Australian sovereign wealth fund dumps cluster, mine manufacturers 
Bloomberg, May 2, Australia’s Wealth Fund Dumps Cluster Bomb, Mine Makers on Treaty 
 
In preparation for ratification of the Convention on Cluster Munitions, the wealth fund 
divested itself from arms manufacturers such as Lockheed Martin, General Dynamics, 
Raytheon, and Alliant Techsystems. The move is in compliance with forthcoming 
legislation implementing the treaty which bars persons and businesses from financing 
companies that produce or develop cluster munitions. Recent revelations that the 
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administration of former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd worked with the U.S. to weaken 
the CCM have drawn the ire of campaigners. The ratification legislation will be voted on 
in the Australian Senate soon, with certain articles deemed loopholes by critics still 
intact.  
 
 
Global Issues  
 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon submits report on small arms 
UN News Centre, April 25, Tracing small arms key to preventing their diversion for illicit use – UN  
 
In his report, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon encouraged states to disclose marking 
regulations in order to assist tracing efforts, called for attention to diversion from small 
arms stockpiles, and noted that small arms played a critical role in undermining 
peacekeeping and post-conflict operations. The report was produced in line with the 
requirements of the UN Program of Action on to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the 
Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects.   
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
UN Programme of Action on small arms and light weapons                May 9-13 
Open-ended meeting of Governmental Experts 
Side events: 

“Draft International Standards on Marking, Record-keeping and Tracing of Small 
Arms and Light Weapons”, organized by the International Small Arms 
Control Standards (ISACS) 
“Applying the Mark: A meeting on the practicalities of marking firearms and 
ammunition”, co-organized by the Permanent Mission of the Federal Republic of Germany to 
the United Nations and Small Arms Survey 
“The Programme of Action and Opportunities”, organized by the United Nations Institute 
for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR)  
"Why Traces Fail - Case studies in the challenges involved in issuing and responding 
to tracing requests" , co-organized by the Permanent Missions of the United States and New 
Zealand to the United Nations and Interpol 
“Tracing conflict ammunition: viability and challenges”, co-organized by the Permanent 
Missions of Norway and Germany to the United Nations and the Geneva Forum 
“Implementing firearm marking and recordkeeping in Southern Africa: 
a partnership between police, civil society and the private sector”, organized by 
Institute for Security Studies (ISS) 
“Survivors of Gun Violence: Strengthening the UN Programme of Action”,  
co-organized by International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA) and the Permanent Mission 
of Luxembourg to the United Nations 
"Establishment and maintenance of effective national record-keeping systems for 
small arms and light weapons", organized by the Permanent Mission of Australia to the 
United Nations 
“Measurability and Implementation – Country-by-country comparisons of marking, 
tracing, record-keeping and other norms” co-organized by Gun Policy and the Permanent 
Missions of Australia and New Zealand to the United Nations 
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About the Arms Transfers Working Group 
 
The Arms Transfers Working Group (ATWG) is an alliance of arms control, 
development, human rights and academic organizations and affiliated individuals. 
ATWG serves as an information clearinghouse, forum and point of contact for 
strengthening efforts to address the economic, humanitarian and security implications 
of legal, illicit, and illegal arms transfers. ATWG participants focus on a wide range of 
concerns related to small arms and light weapons, major conventional weapons systems, 
and relevant dual-use technologies. 
For more information, visit ATWG’s website: http://armstransfersworkinggroup.org 
 
 
Disclaimer 
 
Short explanations are provided to assist recipients of this letter and do not represent the news source nor 
have they been fact-checked for accuracy. 
  
Please feel free to circulate. If you would like to sign up to receive these updates, please contact 
xiaodon@armscontrol.org 
 
 

http://armstransfersworkinggroup.org/�
mailto:xiaodon@armscontrol.org�
mailto:xiaodon@armscontrol.org�
mailto:xiaodon@armscontrol.org�
mailto:xiaodon@armscontrol.org�
mailto:xiaodon@armscontrol.org�

