
 
 

 
 

June 29, 2011 
 
U.S./Americas 
 
U.S. lists recent regional counter-trafficking initiatives 
U.S. State Department, June 21, U.S. Actions To Combat Trafficking in Arms in the Western Hemisphere 
 
The U.S. State Department has issued a fact sheet detailing its recent initiatives to 
combat arms trafficking in the Western hemisphere. The fact sheet provides no data on 
weapons destroyed or captured, but does highlight U.S. efforts to provide assistance in 
marking, tracing, stockpile management, and weapons destruction to regional states. 
The document also describes limited funding for national initiatives, but does not detail 
where or how money was spent.  
 
Peruvian military officials prohibited from shopping abroad 
LaRepublica, June 23, Comisión de Transferencia cuestiona al Ejército por apresurar compra de armas 
 
Incoming Ministry of Defense officials have barred top uniformed military staff from 
visiting foreign countries in order to shop for new armaments. The head of the Peruvian 
army, General Paul da Silva, was invited to visit the Israeli firm in Tel Aviv that had 
proposed a deal to upgrade Peruvian armored vehicles, but was stopped from going 
abroad by a directive on June 21. A separate visit by a technical commission has been 
conducted. Officials overseeing the transition in the Ministry have questioned the 
rationale behind acquisitions-related trips abroad in the waning days of the 
administration of President Alan García.  
 
 
Middle East and North Africa  
 
Israel exported a record $7.2 billion of arms in 2010 
UPI, June 17, Israel hits $7.2 billion in arms exports 
 
The total comes in slightly above the 2009 figure of $6.9 billion, but is expected to 
decline in coming years as the effects of the global economic downturn hit the arms 
industry. Israeli exports to Latin America and Asia have continued to grow as oil price 
increases have caused defense budgets to balloon. Newly-developed missile-defense 
systems developed with the aid of U.S. expertise and funding have also attracted interest 
from potential buyers such as India.  
 
 
 

http://www.state.gov/p/wha/rls/fs/2011/166654.htm
http://www.larepublica.pe/23-06-2011/comision-de-transferencia-cuestiona-al-ejercito-por-apresurar-compra-de-armas
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Security-Industry/2011/06/17/Israel-hits-72-billion-in-arms-exports/UPI-68871308336978/


 
 

Spain confirms cluster munitions sale to Libya 
New York Times blog, June 22, Down the Rabbit Hole: Arms Exports and Qaddafi’s Cluster Bombs 
 
A Spanish defense official has confirmed to New York Times blogger C.J. Chivers that 
two licenses for the export of cluster munitions to Libya were approved in 2006 and 
2007. He also confirmed that the actual transfers took place and that the manufacturer 
of the MAT-120 mortars was Instalaza SA, but noted that all of these activities preceded 
the entry into force of the Convention on Cluster Munitions on December 3, 2008.  
 
Libyan government laying down landmines in mountain area, says HRW 
Human Rights Watch, June 21, Libya: Government Using Landmines in Nafusa Mountains 
 
Personnel from the non-governmental organization Human Rights Watch have 
confirmed the presence of Brazilian-manufactured T-AB-1 anti-personnel landmines in 
the Nafusa mountains region of western Libya. The mines were discovered around June 
1 and a number of them have since been removed by rebel forces. Libyan government 
forces have also planted identical mines in the city of Misrata. A suburb of Misrata was 
recently discovered to contain the largest minefield yet identified in Libya, containing 
around 550 anti-personnel mines planted to impede access to a set of rocket launchers. 
 
Misrata rebels want arms, claim Algerian border allows Gaddafi to re-arm 
The Scotsman, June 20, Eyewitness: 'Lift embargo on arms and we'll finish it' 
 
Libyan rebels have accused the Gaddafi regime of bringing in more weaponry through 
Algeria, specifically long-range rockets. At the same time, the rebels see a growing 
equipment gap as the arms embargo put in place by the UN Security Council prevents 
them from acquiring arms while loyalist troops continue to resupply themselves with 
ease and impunity. 
 
UAE sentences six arms smugglers in Yemen case 
Agence France-Presse, June 28, UAE jails six over arms smuggling to Yemen 
 
A court in the UAE has sentenced five individuals to jail terms ranging from 3 to 5 years 
for attempting to smuggle 16,000 pistols from Turkey to Yemen. The shipment was 
seized in March by police in Dubai and represented the largest arms seizure in UAE 
history. The imprisoned smugglers were two Omanis and three Egyptians. 
 
 
Europe/Russia 
 
EU adopts arms embargo on Belarus 
UPI, June 21, Minsk hit with more sanctions 
 
The new sanctions came in response to a crackdown on dissent after an election earlier 
this year. This latest round of sanctions also includes targeted asset freezes and travel 
bans, bringing the total number of sanctioned officials in Belarus to 160. The new EU 
Council regulations are also intended to stifle businesses associated with President 

http://atwar.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/22/following-up-part-ii-down-the-rabbit-hole-arms-exports-and-qaddafis-cluster-bombs/
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2011/06/21/libya-government-using-landmines-nafusa-mountains
http://english.aljazeera.net/indepth/features/2011/06/201162892022264206.html
http://news.scotsman.com/world/Eyewitness-39Lift-embargo-on-arms.6787814.jp
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jA4O1Q03g7r_sgUxTf04b-CGK7rA?docId=CNG.6c25a9c232d3cf119529fbaf534299e3.121
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2011/06/21/Minsk-hit-with-more-sanctions/UPI-88821308665776/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/britain-calls-on-eu-to-impose-new-sanctions-against-belarus-2299930.html


 
 

Alexander Lukashenko that are involved in Belarus’ lucrative arms exports industry, 
which is valued at more than 1.14 billion British Pounds ($1.82 billion) annually.  
 
Wikileaks: U.S. embassy suggested rules to help Czech ammunition exports 
CzechPosition, June 20, Wikileaks: US tried to smooth Czech ammo sales 
 
A newly released Wikileaks document states that U.S. embassy officials in the Czech 
Republic actively sought to aid the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in exporting surplus 
ammunition to Iraq and Afghanistan. The author of the cable, then-Ambassador 
William J. Cabaniss, noted that the Ministry tended to have a negative attitude towards 
arms transfers to either of the two destinations, and proposed extending an ad hoc 
arrangement by which United States would establish contacts and verify information in 
Kabul or Baghdad for the Ministry. The Czech Republic was eager to rid itself of surplus 
Soviet-era ammunition that was largely unneeded after the Czech army was drawn down 
from 130,000 to 30,000 soldiers. 
 
Mistral deal raises concerns in U.S., Baltic states 
RIA Novosti, June 18, U.S. congresswoman says Russian-French Mistral deal threatens U.S. security 
 
Following the final signature of the much delayed Mistral amphibious assault ship sale 
between France and Russia on June 17, the Chairman of the U.S. House of 
Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee Ileana Ros-Lehtinen has described the deal 
as a threat to U.S. security and “deeply troubling”. Ros-Lehtinen is not the only one 
disturbed by the $1.7 billion initial contract for two French-built ships; on June 22 the 
Defense Minister of Latvia said that the deployment of the Mistral-class helicopter 
carriers in the Baltic would tip the regional balance of power, necessitating a NATO 
response. 
 
Norwegian parliament clears initial F-35 sale 
Reuters, June 18, Norway to buy four F-35 "training" fighters 
 
The decision to purchase four F-35 aircraft for training purposes is a victory for the 
ruling Labour government which claims a further purchase of 52 units can still be 
cancelled if cost overruns worsen. The total fleet could cost the Norwegian government 
as much as 72 billion Norwegian crowns ($13.3 billion). Critics of the trainer deal were 
concerned that the initial purchase would commit Norway to a product which has seen 
substantial cost increases throughout development.  
 
 
Africa 
 
Disarming South Sudanese forces daunting task for new government 
Daily Nation, via AllAfrica, June 28, South Grappling With Disarmament Challenge 
 
More than 150,000 armed soldiers and militia will be disarmed and integrated into 
society, according to a plan formulated by the Southern Sudan Disarmament 
Demobilization and Reintegration Commission (DDR). The chairman of the DDR voiced 
concerns recently that if small arms diversions could not be controlled once the 

http://www.ceskapozice.cz/en/news/foreign-affairs/wikileaks-us-tried-smooth-czech-ammo-sales
http://en.rian.ru/world/20110618/164690694.html
http://georgiandaily.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=21614&Itemid=132
http://en.rian.ru/mlitary_news/20110622/164767283.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/18/norway-f-idUSLDE75H06C20110618
http://allafrica.com/stories/201106281022.html


 
 

demobilization begins, the entire region’s security situation could be negatively affected. 
The UN estimates that there are 2.4 million guns in the hands of civilians in Southern 
Sudan.  
 
U.S. to supply Burundi and Uganda with drones as part of package 
BBC News, June 28, Uganda and Burundi to get US drones to fight Islamists 
 
As part of a $45 million aid package to the two African nations, the U.S. is providing 
four drones along with body armor, communications and surveillance gear, and night-
vision equipment as part of an effort to fight Islamist militants in Somalia. Uganda and 
Burundi currently provide 9,000 peace keepers as part of the African Union force 
currently in Somalia.  
 
Saab accuses BAE of corruption in South Africa arms deal 
BBC News, June 17, Call for new South African arms deal investigation 
 
Saab has accused employees of the British firm BAE Systems of making irregular 
payments to a South African consultancy as part of a jet aircraft acquisition deal that is 
close to totaling $11 billion in value. Saab alleges that BAE transferred $3.5 million to a 
Saab subsidiary in South Africa, and then covertly transferred again by BAE to the 
consultancy with no entries placed in Saab financial records. BAE claims that it has been 
cleared of any wrongdoing by the United Kingdom’s Serious Fraud Office.  
 
 
Asia 
 
Taiwan request again blocked by U.S. National Security Council 
DefenseNews, June 27, U.S. Blocks Taiwan's F-16 Request Again 
 
The de-facto Taiwanese embassy in the United States has had its most recent letter of 
request for the purchase of new F-16 fighter aircraft rejected by the U.S. State 
department, on orders from the National Security Council. The Taiwanese are seeking to 
take advantage of new momentum in the United States to support the sale, which has 
been held up for almost a decade. Political commentators in Taiwan have noted that a 
successful F-16 deal would boost President Ma Ying-jeou’s prospects in the January 
2012 elections, and Beijing desperately wants to see Ma re-elected. The degree to which 
this factor would blunt Chinese opposition to the deal remains unclear.  
 
Bangladesh signs tank deal with China 
Asia News Network, June 27, Record purchase of 44 tanks, 2 helicopters for Bangladesh army 
 
Bangladeshi military officials have announced the purchase of 44 main battle tanks and 
three armored recovery vehicles from a Chinese arms manufacturer. The sale will also 
include training and an initial supply of spare parts. Also announced was the purchase 
of two helicopters from Eurocopter. No cost figures were revealed by the officials.  
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13946702
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13813281
http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=6936419&c=ASI&s=AIR
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/MF22Ad01.html
http://ph.news.yahoo.com/record-purchase-44-tanks-2-helicopters-bangladesh-army-090003326.html


 
 

India to purchase 80 Mi-17 helicopters from Russian exporter 
RIA Novosti (translated from Russian), June 23, Russia will sell India 80 Mi-17 helicopters 
 
The deal was agreed upon at the Paris Air Show in Le Bourget this past week. The 80 
highly modified Mi-17 helicopters will be delivered beginning in a few months. No cost 
figures for the sale have been disclosed.  
 
Indian Mirage upgrade deal could be a waste of money 
Indo-Asian News Service, June 19, Defense Brass Split Over French Mirage Upgrade Deal 
 
Indian defense officials are divided over the merits of the proposed $2.4 billion upgrade 
of the nuclear delivery-capable Mirage-2000 strike aircraft, which has led to constant 
delays in the tender. As the deal, to benefit French defense firms Thales and MBDA, 
heads to the Cabinet Committee on Security for approval, opposition has become more 
vocal. One particular point of concern is that the total cost per plane for the upgrade is 
around $7.9 million, which is the same amount India expects to spend on each brand 
new unit delivered under the medium multi-role combat aircraft tender. 
 
 
Global Issues  
 
Mine ban treaty intersessional meeting discusses mixed developments 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines, June 24, One more country declared mine free, but new use 
of antipersonnel mines condemned at Mine Ban Treaty meeting 
 
While Nigeria declared that it was officially landmine free and the island nation of 
Tuvalu has stated its intent to accede to the treaty, a number of states also reported 
setbacks in the global campaign to eliminate landmines. Algeria, Chile, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, and Eritrea all requested extensions on their deadlines to clear 
mined areas.   
 
Amnesty International on the need for transparency in the ATT (pdf) 
Amnesty International, June 2011, Our Right to Know 
 
This new short paper describes the need for transparency measures to be included in the 
arms trade treaty currently under preliminary negotiations and calls on states to 
incorporate public reporting on their exports and imports of conventional arms in their 
negotiating positions.  
 
 

http://theindiandefence.wordpress.com/2011/06/23/russia-will-sell-india-80-mi-17-helicopters/
http://rian.ru/resume/20110624/392861472.html
http://www.defense-aerospace.com/article-view/release/126472/indian-brass-split-over-mirage-upgrade-deal.html
http://www.icbl.org/index.php/icbl/Library/News-Articles/Work/Events_Mine_Ban_Treaty_ISC2011
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/ACT30/116/2011/en/c6a0310e-81fa-47eb-be10-87e596823f16/act301162011en.pdf


 
 

About the Arms Transfers Working Group 
The Arms Transfers Working Group (ATWG) is an alliance of arms control, 
development, human rights and academic organizations and affiliated individuals. 
ATWG serves as an information clearinghouse, forum and point of contact for 
strengthening efforts to address the economic, humanitarian and security implications 
of legal, illicit, and illegal arms transfers. ATWG participants focus on a wide range of 
concerns related to small arms and light weapons, major conventional weapons systems, 
and relevant dual-use technologies. 
 
For more information, visit ATWG’s website: http://armstransfersworkinggroup.org 
   
 
Disclaimer 
 
Short explanations are provided to assist recipients of this letter and do not represent the news source nor 
have they been fact-checked for accuracy. 
  
Please feel free to circulate. If you would like to sign up to receive these updates, please contact 
xiaodon@armscontrol.org 
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