
	  
	  

 
 

June 2, 2011 
 
U.S./Americas 
 
U.S. Senators push for F-16 sales to Taiwan 
Foreign Policy blog, May 26, Should the U.S. Sell More F-16s to Taiwan? 
 
45 U.S. senators, led by Sens. Robert Menendez (D-NJ) and James Inhofe (R-Okl.), have 
presented a letter to the Obama administration urging the latter to make a long-delayed 
package of 66 F-16C/D aircraft for the Taiwanese Air Force a priority. In their letter, the 
senators reference not only the security interests of Taiwan, but also the need to keep 
the F-16 production line running.  
 
U.S. export reform bill introduced 
Foreign Policy blog, May 27, Ros-Lehtinen has an export reform bill too 
 
U.S. House of Represenatatives Foreign Affairs Committee ranking member Howard 
Berman released a bill to reform U.S. controls of dual-use export items last week, and a 
draft version of a competing bill authored by Committee Chairman Ros Ileana-Lehtinen 
is also in circulation. The two bills would replace the Export Administration Act that 
expired in 2001; the Act has been maintained as law through Executive Orders for a 
decade. 
 
Peru to purchase Chinese MLRS systems 
Defensa.com, May 27, Sistemas de artillería chinos para el Ejército de Perú 
 
The Peruvian army plans to spend $340 million to acquire two groups of MLRS rocket 
artillery systems and one group of mobile howitzers. The total number of acquired units 
may amount to several dozen, depending on the specifics of the transfer. The acquisition 
is part of an ongoing military modernization program. 
 
Two Chinese national plead guilty to conspiracy to export controlled items 
The Wall Street Journal, June 1, DOJ: Two Chinese Exporters Plead Guilty To Smuggling Conspiracy 
 
Hong Wei Xian and Li Li admitted to conspiring to ship radiation-hardened 
programmeable read-only memory chips to a company that supplies the China 
Aerospace Science and Technology Corp., a state-controlled firm. The memory chips are 
controlled items under the Arms Export Control Act and are subject to the U.S. embargo 
on defense articles to China that has been in place since 1990. 
 
 



	  
	  

Middle East and North Africa  
 
U.S. general aware of Libya proliferation risks 
Reuters, June 1, U.S. concerned over Libya weapons reaching Al Qaeda 
 
Speaking at a press conference in Algiers, the commander of the U.S. Africa Command, 
General Carter F. Ham,  told reporters that the U.S. was concerned about the risks of the 
proliferation of weapons from Libya to terrorists and non-state actors in the region. The 
Algerian delegate for Africa and Maghreb affairs, Abdelkader Messahel, said that his 
government had knowledge that “sophisticated weapons have been transferred from 
Libya to northern Mali”. 
 
Spanish police stop Iran helicopter sale 
BBC News, May 26, Iran helicopters: Spain holds eight over 'illegal sale' 
 
Spanish police have detained five Spanish nationals and three Iranians in connection 
with an attempt to sell nine military transport helicopters to the Iranian government. 
The sale would have been in breach of UN sanctions put in place last year. The Bell-212 
transport helicopters had a total value of $100 million, according to Spanish authorities.  
 
Opening of Rafah border crossing to complicate smuggling interdiction 
The Associated Press, May 26, Israel struggles to stop weapons smuggling at sea 
 
Israeli officials contend that the recently announced reopening of the Rafah border 
crossing between Egypt and Gaza will further complicate attempts to interdict weapons 
shipments into the latter territory. Current methods for stopping weapons shipments 
are primarily centered on stopping vessels at sea before they arrive in the Sinai 
Peninsula. This approach reflects the difficulty in stopping smuggling across the Gaza 
border once weapons have already reached that point. 
 
Saudi Arabia revives negotiations for 250 Leopard tanks from Spain 
La Voz de Galicia, May 29, España negocia la venta de 250 tanques Leopardo a 
Arabia Saudí 
 
According to La Voz de Galicia, the deal may be the largest Spanish defense export 
contract ever. The tanks are produced by Santa Barbara Systems of Madrid, a subsidiary 
of General Dynamics, under license from the German companies Krauss-Maffei 
Wegmann and Rheinmetall AG. The deal may be worth as much as 3 billion euros, and 
is now more likely to go ahead after Santa Barbara agreed to certain requirements 
insisted upon by the Saudi government, including the installation of air conditioning 
units. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
	  

Europe/Russia 
 
Sweden to buy 15 helicopters from Sikorsky 
Sikorsky press release, May 18, Sweden Becomes 1st European Nation to Procure UH-60M Helicopters 
 
According to the manufacturer, the sale has been approved by U.S. authorities, and 
would be the first purchase of the UH-60M Black Hawk helicopter by an European 
state. Sweden will begin receiving the helicopters over the next two years.  
 
Netherlands retires last Leopard tanks 
Dutch Ministry of Defense, translation via Defense-aerospace.com, May 19, Dutch Tank History Ends 
with A Bang 
 
In retiring its last 60 German-designed Leopard 2A6 main battle tanks, the Dutch 
armed forces becomes the first in Western Europe to give up its armored tanks in 
entirety. The decision to retire the tanks came in the face of tight fiscal conditions and 
was not greeted with enthusiasm by former crewmen. 
 
France and Russia agree to finalized Mistral deal 
RIA Novosti, May 26, Russia, France agree to sign Mistral contract in 15 days 
 
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev and French President Nicolas Sarkozy took up the 
issue of the Mistral amphibious assault ship contract negotiations at the G-8 meeting at 
Deauville, France. The two came away from their talks with a finalized deal despite the 
recent delays between the primary negotiating teams that stemmed from disagreements 
on technology transfer arrangements. The contract calls for the construction of two of 
the warships in Saint-Nazaire, France and two in St. Petersburg, Russia. 
 
 
Africa 
 
Uganda purchases Sukhoi fighters to protect border with Congo 
defenceWeb.co.za, May 24, Uganda buys fighter jets 
 
According to reports in the Wall Street Journal and multiple African newspapers, the 
Ugandan air force is in the process of acquiring between six and eight Russian Su-30 
fighter aircraft. The cost of the purchase is believed to be around $740 million. A 
Ugandan spokesperson stated that the purchase was intended to assist in securing the 
border with the Democratic Republic of the Congo, where oil production is set to begin. 
 
Sierra Leone receives SALW from China 
defenceWEb.co.za, May 23, Sierra Leone receives arms from China 
 
The Chinese ambassador to Sierra Leone presented the government with a $4 million 
arms package in a ceremony in Freetown. The arms included rocket launchers, assault 
rifles, mortars and anti-aircraft artillery. A possible separate deal to purchase six 122mm 
howitzers from China may also be in the making, according to local press sources. 
 



	  
	  

Asia 
 
Opinion: Controlling Asia’s Arms race 
DefenseNews, May 30, Controlling Asia's Arms Race 
 
The article explores the interlocked arms buildups occuring in Asia and the security 
concerns that drive increased expenditures and capabilities. In particular, the author, a 
researcher with the International Institute for Strategic Studies-Asia in Singapore, 
highlights how the ‘hedging’ strategies of states fuels the arms race. Acting on worst 
assumptions, states act to ‘hedge’ their defense acquisitions against the intentions of 
their neighbors.   
 
Chinese submarine fleet prompts ASW arms buildup in East Asia 
AviationWeek, May 20, Asians Look To Counter Chinese Submarines 
 
While the Chinese submarine fleet continues to expand, neighbors in Asia have sought 
to counter this emerging threat by acquiring anti-submarine warfare capabilities in the 
form of naval helicopters and maritime patrol aircraft. The article highlights examples of 
recent acquisitions by the Malaysia, South Korea, Thailand, and Indonesia.   
 
China gifts Pakistan with 50 improved JF-17 fighter aircraft 
The New York Times, May 19, China Gives Pakistan 50 Fighter Jets 
 
Following a visit by Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani to Beijing, Pakistan announced 
that China had agreed to provide a further 50 JF-17 fighter aircraft with upgraded 
avionics at no cost. The JF-17 is a joint Sino-Pakistani development project that has 
moved into the production phase. The announcement came against the backdrop of a 
souring in Pakistani relations with the United States following the killing of Osama bin 
Laden last month. 
 
India asks France to upgrade Mirage 2000 fighters at $2.1 B cost 
DefenseNews, May 19, India OKs $2.1B Upgrade for 51 Mirage Aircraft 
 
A proposal to equip India’s 51 Dassault Mirage 2000 fighters with French missiles and 
improved electronic systems comes after the dismissal of a plan to hand the contract to 
an Israeli party. Four of the aircraft will be upgraded by the French companies Thales 
and Dassault, while the remaining 47 will be done by Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd., a 
state-owned firm.  
 
Dassault’s Indian head blacklisted 
The Times of India, Mar 23, Arms dealer for French firm barred 
 
PV Rao, Dassault Aviation’s top representative in India, has been barred from 
participating in future acquisitions meetings and from entering the air force 
headquarters, following a decision from the Indian Air Force. The Times of India 
reports that the Air Force was upset with the way Rao exposed a bribery scandal 
involving a military official who offered Dassault a prime parking space for the Rafale 
aircraft at a recent arms exhibition. The Dassault Rafale is one of the two remaining 



	  
	  

contenders in a $10.4 billion tender competition that the Indian government now hopes 
to complete by December, according to the Times of India. 
 
Indonesia proposes rifle sales to Myanmar 
The Jakarta Post, May 20, Myanmar to get RI rifles 
 
Defense Minister Purnomo Yusgiantoro stated that Myanmar has expressed interest in 
purchasing Indonesian SS-2 assault rifles. Yusgiantoro dismissed the possibility that the 
Myanmar government might use the weapons against its own citizens and stated that a 
strong defense relationship might help ease the government into democracy.  
 
Indonesia agrees to purchase Korean trainer jets in exchange deal 
DefenseNews, May 26, Indonesia To Buy 16 S. Korean T-50 Trainers 
 
The $400 million deal is the first foreign sale of the supersonic trainer jet co-developed 
by Korean Aerospace Industries and Lockheed Martin. The contract obligates South 
Korea to purchase CN-235 transport aircraft that are manufactured by Indonesia. The 
deal is a mirror of a 2001 agreement whereby Indonesia purchased a previous 
generation of Korean training aircraft and South Korea purchased eight CN-235s. 
 
Philippines committed to acquiring first submarine 
ABS-CBN News, May 12, Philippine Navy bent on buying submarine 
 
A Navy spokesperson told reporters that studies had been commissioned to determine 
where a submarine could be purchased and how it would be financed. The spokesperson 
said that a submarine would greatly aid in patrolling the Philippines maritime territories 
and that the President, Benigno Aquino III, was determined to improve the naval 
capabilities of the Philippines. 
 
 
 
Global Issues  
 
Program of Action meeting review and next steps to an Arms Trade Treaty 
World Politics Review, May 24, Small Arms Trade: Disarmament vs. Regulation 
 
A look at the progress made at the recently concluded Meeting of Governmental Experts  
for the Program of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small 
Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects and how issues discussed can inform the 
preparatory meeting for an arms trade treaty that will take place next month in New 
York. 
 
 



	  
	  

About the Arms Transfers Working Group 
The Arms Transfers Working Group (ATWG) is an alliance of arms control, 
development, human rights and academic organizations and affiliated individuals. 
ATWG serves as an information clearinghouse, forum and point of contact for 
strengthening efforts to address the economic, humanitarian and security implications 
of legal, illicit, and illegal arms transfers. ATWG participants focus on a wide range of 
concerns related to small arms and light weapons, major conventional weapons systems, 
and relevant dual-use technologies. 
 
For more information, visit ATWG’s website: http://armstransfersworkinggroup.org 
   
 
Disclaimer 
 
Short explanations are provided to assist recipients of this letter and do not represent the news source nor 
have they been fact-checked for accuracy. 
  
Please feel free to circulate. If you would like to sign up to receive these updates, please contact 
xiaodon@armscontrol.org 
 
 
 


