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April 20, 2011 
 
U.S./Americas 
 
Brazil agrees to 2008 deal to purchase French submarines 
Senado Federal website, April 8, Brazil-France agreement for submarine production is approved 
 
The Brazilian Senate approved a deal to collaborate with France on the production of 
Scorpène submarines for use by the Brazilian navy. Two variants, powered by 
conventional and nuclear propulsion systems respectively, will be produced. Four of 
these units are included in the deal, as well as technology transfer arrangements and 
French assistance for the construction of a submarine dockyard and naval base. 
 
DSCA: “case-by-case” review, $46 billion projection for 2011 is low 
Reuters,  April 11, U.S. reviewing Mideast arms sales; strong demand 
 
Richard Genaille, deputy director of the Pentagon’s Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, told a meeting of the Navy League that the U.S. was reviewing arms sales to 
Middle Eastern countries on a “case-by-case basis”, but that some large deals intended 
for Saudi Arabia and the UAE have already been cleared. Genaille also predicts that the 
total amount of foreign military sales might exceed the expected $46 billion mark, 
compared with $37.9 billion in fiscal year 2010. (Note: it is unclear whether this refers 
to deliveries or contracts signed.)  
 
NGOs present letter on improving CIFTA to annual OAS meeting  
Arms Control Association, April 15, ACA Deputy Director Addresses CIFTA Consultative Committee 
 
Fourteen organizations and coalitions throughout the Western Hemisphere delivered a 
letter to the annual consultative committee meeting on the Inter-American Convention 
Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, 
Explosives, and Other Related Material (CIFTA). Recommendations included that OAS 
members states make a strong positive statement in support of global Arms Trade 
Treaty negotiations, that states carry out initiatives to increase understanding and 
measure the problem of gun violence in the region, and that mechanisms be created for 
official participation of civil society within the OAS and CIFTA committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.senado.gov.br/noticias/agencia/internacional/en/not_1274.aspx�
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/04/11/us-mideast-usa-arms-idUSTRE73A7GT20110411�
http://www.armscontrol.org/events/CIFTA2011�
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Middle East 
 
U.K., France, Italy to send advisers to Libya 
BBC, April 20, Libya: France and Italy to send officers to aid rebels 
 
The three states have pledged to send small teams of advisers to aid in administrative 
roles, but have reaffirmed that they will not assist in training or supplying weapons to 
the rebels. The U.K. has also confirmed shipping 1,000 sets of body armor and 100 
satellite phones to the Libyan National Transitional Council, but pledged not to send 
lethal items.  
 
Qatar providing anti-tank systems to Libyan rebels 
The Guardian, April 14, Libyan rebels receiving anti-tank weapons from Qatar 
 
Qatar’s prime minister and foreign minister has interpreted the U.N. Security Council 
resolution of March 17 as allowing for the transfer of “defensive weapons” to opposition 
forces. The anti-tank weapons being shipped from Doha to Benghazi are French-made 
MILAN missiles. An expert cited in the Guardian article notes that the missiles may 
have been bought from the French specifically for passing on to the Libyan rebels. In 
correspondence with Nic Marsh of the Norwegian Initiative on Small Arms Transfers, 
SIPRI researcher Pieter Wezeman has offered the alternate possibility that these are 
missiles produced in the 1980s, similar to the units exported from Qatar to Mexico in 
2006.  
 
Gaddafi forces lob cluster mortars, Libyan rebels use anti-tank mines 
BBC, April 19, Libya conflict: Rebels accused of reneging on mines vow and Human Rights Watch, April 
15, Libya: Cluster Munitions Strike Misrata 
 
Human Rights Watch and the New York Times have accused the Libyan army of lobbing 
cluster munitions into civilian-populated areas of Misrata. Markings on mortar 
fragments show that the munitions were manufactured in Spain by Instalaza Z.A. On 
April 19, video captured by the BBC was made public, showing anti-Gaddafi rebels 
planting anti-tank mines captured from the Libyan army. BBC sources suggest that the 
rebels are neither marking nor mapping the location of the mines, increasing the 
likelihood they will become a post-conflict hazard. 
 
WikiLeaks: IDF complained about Tantawi’s attitude towards smuggling 
Haaretz, April 8, IDF in 2009: Egypt’s Tantawi hindering anti-smuggling efforts 
 
Gen. Mohamed Hussein Tantawi, now head of the Egyptian ruling military council, was 
the target of criticisms from Israeli Defense Forces official in November 2009. In 
strategic dialogue talks with U.S. counterparts, Israeli officials noted that Tantawi was 
an “obstacle” to cooperation on efforts to stop arms smuggling along the Gaza border.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/L/LIBYA_DIPLOMACY?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2011-04-19-08-39-46�
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/04/19/general-libya-diplomacy_8423925.html�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/apr/14/libya-rebels-weapons-qatar�
http://www.prio.no/NISAT/Blog/�
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2011/04/15/libya-cluster-munitions-strike-misrata�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13138102�
http://www.haaretz.com/news/haaretz-wikileaks-exclusive/haaretz-wikileaks-exclusive-idf-in-2009-egypt-s-tantawi-hindering-anti-smuggling-efforts-1.354810�
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Spain, France, and the United States pursue new Saudi tank contract 
Cinco Días, April 8, Guerra comercial por los tanques de Arabia Saudí (Spanish source) 
 
A Saudi proposal to acquire additional tanks to replace aging French AMX-30s has 
caught the attention of Spanish, French, and U.S. manufacturers. The Spanish 
government came close to signing a $3 billion contract with the visiting Deputy 
Minsister of Defense, Khaled bin Sultan, last November, but now the contract is viewed 
as still very much open. The proposed deal would include 250 units, and is intended to 
increase the number of active Saudi tanks. Spanish defense sources suggest that the 
crises in the Middle East created a moment of uncertainty for manufacturers, but now 
talks are again in the works. 
 
 
Europe/Russia 
 
Bulgaria ratifies Cluster Munitions Treaty 
Cluster Munition Campaign, April 7, Bulgaria ratifies Cluster Bomb Treaty  
 
Bulgaria signed the Oslo convention in 2008 and hosted a regional summit in the same 
year to build support for the negotiations. It is the 56th state party to the Convention on 
Cluster Munitions and both the 15th state party from the European Union and from 
NATO. While it adopted a unilateral moratorium on the use of cluster munitions in 
February 2008, Bulgaria still has a stockpile of the weapons that it must now destroy. 
 
Former Greek Defense Minister named in German submarine deal probe 
Defense News, April 16, Germany Targets Greek Ex-Minister for Corruption: Report 
 
Der Speigel, the German weekly magazine, claims (article behind paywall, in German) 
that prosecutors are investigating Akis Tsohatzopolous as part of charges against two 
Ferrostaal executives accused of bribing Greek officials to smooth through contracts for 
the construction of four submarines. In total, Ferrostaal paid hundreds of millions of 
euros worth of bribes in order to secure contracts with foreign governments. 
 
NGOs criticize proposed changes to French arms exports law (pdf link) 
International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA), April 14, Statement on French draft law on 
Import and Export of Conventional Arms 
 
Amnesty International, Oxfam France, and CCFD-Terre Solidaire have issued a public 
critique (in French) of the overhaul proposals for regulations on arms exports currently 
being approved by parliament. The new legislation is supposed to modify current 
regulations to better fit the common position adopted by EU member states in summer 
2009. The three NGOs take issue with the rushed consultations in the National 
Assembly and Senate, and consider the new law to not go far enough in mandating 
transparency measures in line with commitments made at the European level. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cincodias.com/articulo/empresas/Guerra-comercial-tanques-Arabia-Saudi/20110406cdscdiemp_13/�
http://www.stopclustermunitions.org/news/?id=3139�
http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=6254276&c=SEA&s=TOP�
http://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/vorab/0,1518,757444,00.html�
http://iansa.org/system/files/CP%20Controle%20Armes%20loi%20TIC%2008042011.pdf�
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/13/dossiers/importations_exportations_materiel_guerre.asp�
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Former Yugoslav states to cooperate on export deal 
Forecast International, via defense-aerospace.com, April 11, Former Yugoslav Nations Seek to Partner 
on Kuwaiti M-84 Upgrade Contract 
 
Serbia, Slovenia, and Croatia each have complimentary facilities for the construction of 
M-84 combat tanks, the Yugoslav version of the Soviet T-72. Kuwait ordered 155 such 
tanks from Yugoslavia in 1989, and now wishes to upgrade its aging forces. Serbia has 
proposed a collaborative bid that has received positive responses from its neighbors.  
 
 
Africa 
 
South Africa publishes annual defense exports report (pdf link) 
Copy hosted by SIPRI, April 11, National Conventional Arms Control Committee (NCACC) Annual 
Report for 2010 
 
After complaints from vocal members of the parliamentary opposition, the South 
African government has released its annual defense exports report for the previous year. 
Criticism has been generated by arms licenses approvals for transfers of military goods 
to authoritarian states in the Middle East. The report shows that the NCACC approved 
374 million South African rand worth of arms shipments to Yemen ($54 million), 70 
million rand ($10 million) worth of transfers to Libya, and 578 million rand ($85 
million) worth of transfers to the UAE. Many of the largest licenses by value, however, 
were approved for transfers to Europe and the United States. 
 
 
Asia 
 
Thai ambassador rectifies cluster bomb admission 
The Nation, April 11, Editorial: Cluster bomb issue needs to be confronted 
 
After the Cluster Munition Campaign claimed that the Thai ambassador to the UN in 
Geneva had confirmed in a private meeting that cluster munitions had indeed been used 
in clashes with Cambodian forces in early February, the Thai government issued a 
correction April 8. The statement says that the UN ambassador had confirmed that 
“Dual Purpose Improved Conventional Munitions (DPICM)” had been employed, but 
had at no point referred to these as cluster munitions. The discrepancy between the 
NGO’s and the official Thai account of the clashes around the Preah Vihear temple on 
the Thai-Cambodian border now boils down to a matter of terminology. 
 
Chinese arms smugglers finding buyers among Indian Maoists 
Outlook Magazine, April 11, Chinese Arms Agents Smuggle Weapons Into India: HS 
 
The Indian Ministry of Home Affairs’ top civil servant, Gopal Krishna Pillai, told 
reporters that Chinese arms smugglers arrived through Myanmar and Thailand in order 
to supply Indian insurgent groups. Pillai stated that most of these groups had obtained 
their Chinese arms through these dealers. 
 

http://www.defense-aerospace.com/article-view/release/124550/former-yugoslav-trio-may-partner-for-kuwaiti-m_84-upgrade.html�
http://www.sipri.org/research/armaments/transfers/transparency/national_reports/south_africa/SA_2010.pdf�
http://www.thenewage.co.za/15071-1007-53-NCACC%27s_chairman_must_explains_arms_export_DA�
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2011/04/11/opinion/Cluster-bomb-issue-needs-to-be-confronted-30152947.html�
http://www.mfa.go.th/web/35.php?id=27006�
http://news.outlookindia.com/item.aspx?718500�
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Japan narrows search for F-X fighter program 
Defense News, April 14, Boeing, Lockheed, BAE To Vie for Japan's F-X  
 
Japan’s Ministry of Defense announced April 13 a shortlist of candidates for its F-X 
fighter procurement program which includes variants of the F-18, F-35, and Eurofighter 
Typhoon. A Japanese industry representative stated that licensed production is a high 
priority and that this factor may have a decisive influence on the tender competition, 
bids for which are to be submitted by August 31. 
 
Indian Navy to refit German subs, acquire Russian carrier next year 
Defense News,  April 15, India Eyes German Help on Sub Upgrade and Russia to Deliver Carrier to 
India in 2012 
 
The cost of refitting the four submarines is estimated at $500 million, and is likely to be 
carried out by Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft (HDW) of Kiel, a company previously 
blacklisted by Indian investigators during a review of the original 1980s contract to 
build the naval ships. The decision to turn to HDW comes after continual delays to the 
French Scorpène submarine project. At the same time, Indian sailors have arrived in 
Russia to prepare for manning the Admiral Gorshkov, sold for a total cost of $2.33 
billion and due to be delivered to the Indian Navy in 2012. 
 
Taiwan pushes for F-16 C/D deal, U.S. affirms it does not consult with China 
Voice of America, April 13, US: Arms Sales to Taiwan Not Influenced by Sino-American Relations 
 
Senior Defense and State department officials reiterated in an April 13 congressional 
hearing that arms transfers to Taiwan would not be blocked by Chinese objections. 
Taiwanese President Ma Ying-Jeou has pressed the U.S. to approve the sale of newer 
configurations of the F-16 fighter jet, and to help Taiwan upgrade its existing fleet of 
combat aircraft. Taiwanese officials also have the backing of a bill currently under 
consideration in the House of Representatives that urges President Obama to approve a 
new arms deal.  
 
Korean T-50 wins Indonesian training jet tender competition 
The Korea Times, April 12, Indonesia picks T-50 for trainer jet program 
 
Korea Aerospace Industries CEO Kim Hong-Kyung claimed that the deal established 
South Korea as only the sixth exporter of supersonic aircraft, after the United States, 
Russia, Britain, France, and Sweden. The aircraft is part of a push to increase Korean 
arms exports and production to $4 billion and $10 billion dollars per year respectively 
by 2020. Korea and Indonesia have also signed a separate memorandum of 
understanding regarding the joint development of a fighter jet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=6234772&c=ASI&s=AIR�
http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=6216654&c=EUR&s=TOP�
http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=6245120&c=ASI&s=TOP�
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/US-Arms-Sales-to-Taiwan-Not-Influenced-by-Sino-American-Relations-119803534.html�
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2011/04/15/2003500786�
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2011/04/116_85073.html�
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Global Issues  
 
SIPRI military expenditure database update for 2011 released 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, April 11, World military spending reached $1.6 
trillion in 2010, biggest increase in South America, fall in Europe according to new SIPRI data  
 
The database shows a 1.3% annual increase in total global military expenditure, the 
lowest such figures since a surge in expenditure in 2001. The fall in spending is 
interpreted by SIPRI as a delayed response to general economic trends. Regional 
patterns show increasing expenditures in South America, Africa, and the Middle East. 
 
Humanitarian groups form new campaign to curb explosives use 
Voice of America, April 11, Group Aims to Curb use of Explosive Weapons 
 
The new International Network on Explosive Weapons aims to halt government and 
non-state actor use of explosive weapons in populated areas. As an immediate goal, they 
seek to promote transparency in official use of explosives and, in particular, want more 
details to be published on how casualty assessments and predictions are made in 
military planning. Participant organizations include Handicap International, Human 
Rights Watch, and Oxfam. 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
UN Programme of Action on small arms and light weapons       May9-13 
Open-ended meeting of Governmental Experts 
 
Coordinating Global Priorities Amidst the Financial Crisis        April 28  
Stimson Center event on bridging the gap between security, development, and public health. Guest 
speaker Simon Limage, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Nonproliferation Program. Followed by a 
panel discussion. 
  
 
About the Arms Transfers Working Group 
The Arms Transfers Working Group (ATWG) is an alliance of arms control, 
development, human rights and academic organizations and affiliated individuals. 
ATWG serves as an information clearinghouse, forum and point of contact for 
strengthening efforts to address the economic, humanitarian and security implications 
of legal, illicit, and illegal arms transfers. ATWG participants focus on a wide range of 
concerns related to small arms and light weapons, major conventional weapons systems, 
and relevant dual-use technologies. 
 
For more information, visit ATWG’s website:  http://armstransfersworkinggroup.org/ 
 
Disclaimer: Short explanations are provided to assist recipients of this letter and do not represent the 
news source nor have they been fact-checked for accuracy. 
  
Please feel free to circulate. If you would like to sign up to receive these updates, please contact 
xiaodon@armscontrol.org 

http://www.sipri.org/media/pressreleases/milex�
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/Group-Aims-to-Curb-Use-of-Explosive-Weapons-119613819.html�
http://explosiveweapons.info/�
http://www.poa-iss.org/MGE/�
http://www.stimson.org/events/coordinating-global-priorities-amidst-the-financial-crisis/�
http://armstransfersworkinggroup.org/�
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