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The 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) is an effective, verifiable agreement that 

successfully addressed a decades-long crisis over Iran’s nuclear program and is a net plus for 

international and U.S. nuclear nonproliferation efforts. This multilateral nuclear deal was 

unanimously endorsed by the UN Security Council in Resolution 2231, which urges full 

implementation of the JCPOA and calls upon member states to refrain from actions that 

undermine the agreement. We strongly encourage the prompt and successful conclusion of 

negotiations involving U.S. and Iranian diplomats in coordination with the other parties to the 

JCPOA to restore Iranian and U.S. compliance with the 2015 agreement. 

The JCPOA dramatically reduces the risk posed by Iran’s nuclear program and advances the 

security interests of the United States, its European partners, states in the region, and the entire 

international community. The JCPOA establishes stringent limitations on Iran’s uranium 

enrichment program through the end of this decade and effectively eliminates Iran’s ability to 

produce and separate plutonium.  

Just as importantly, the JCPOA mandates unprecedented International Atomic Energy Agency 

(IAEA) monitoring, verification, and transparency measures that make it very likely that any 

possible future effort by Iran to pursue nuclear weapons, even a clandestine program, would be 

detected promptly. Taken together, the array of restrictions imposed on Iran would make it 

extremely difficult for Tehran to amass enough weapons-grade uranium for even one nuclear 

bomb without being detected if were to try to do so.  

The relief from nuclear-related sanctions that Iran received in return for adhering to the nuclear 

restrictions provided a strong incentive for Tehran to follow through on its JCPOA obligations. 

Iran complied with the JCPOA for more than three years (from January 2016-May 2019) until 

the administration of then-President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew from the agreement in 

2018 and reimposed and widened U.S. and extraterritorial sanctions on Iran in contravention of 

U.S. commitments. 

The United States’ exit from the JCPOA and its campaign to increase sanctions pressure on Iran 

ostensibly were intended to achieve a “better” or “more comprehensive deal.” Tragically, it not 

only failed to produce the promised results; it also opened the way for Iran to take steps breach 

the JCPOA’s nuclear limits and accelerate its capacity to produce bomb-grade nuclear material.  

As a result of Trump administration policies, it is now estimated that the time it would take Iran 

to produce a significant quantity (25 kg) of bomb-grade uranium (enriched to 90 percent U-235) 

is down from more than a year under the JCPOA, to approximately one or two weeks 

today. Without the finalization and implementation of the draft plan to bring Iran and the United 

States back promptly and fully into compliance with the original terms of the JCPOA, Tehran’s 

capacity to produce bomb-grade nuclear material will grow even further. 

Restoring the limits on Iran’s nuclear program will significantly increase (by many months) the 

time it would take Iran to produce a significant quantity of bomb grade material, which provides 
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the margin necessary for the international community to take effective action if Iran were to try 

to do so. Returning to the nuclear deal also puts the United States and other parties to the JCPOA 

on a stronger footing to pursue follow-on negotiations on a longer-term framework to contain 

Iran’s nuclear program and create space to engage Iran on other areas of concern, such as 

regional tensions and its ballistic missile program. 

Unfortunately, some in Congress are threatening to try to block President Joe Biden and 

European allies from implementing the steps necessary to bring Iran back under the nuclear 

limits set by the JCPOA. Repeating the failed strategy pursued by the Trump administration is 

misguided, irresponsible, and dangerous as it would increase the danger that Iran would become 

a threshold nuclear-weapon state.  

A prompt return to mutual compliance with the JCPOA is the best available way to deny Iran the 

ability to quickly produce bomb-grade nuclear material. It would reinstate full IAEA 

international monitoring and verification of Iran’s nuclear facilities, thus ensuring early warning 

if Iran were to try to acquire nuclear weapons—and possibly become the second state in the 

Middle East (in addition to Israel) with such an arsenal. 
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