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Forging a safer path in the new nuclear era

Welcome to this year's Annual Meeting.

Over the decades, civil society has successfully pushed policymakers to take concrete
steps to reduce the dangers of nuclear war, engage in nuclear disarmament diplomacy,
end nuclear testing, and curb the spread of nuclear weapons.

But today, more than eighty years since the first nuclear test explosion and the U.S.
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the dangers posed by nuclear weapons
continue to grow.

Wars are affecting millions of lives and wreaking havoc on the cooperative systems
designed to ensure global peace and security. Meanwhile, the world continues to drift
closer to the nuclear brink. Nucleararmed states are expanding their capabilities while
key treaties that once served as guardrails against nuclear catastrophe have expired or
remain under serious threat. With the expiration of New START, diplomacy on nuclear
disarmament is at a standstill, and the path forward is far from clear.

As always, though, you can count on ACA to play a leading role to catalyze a meaningful
action to halt and reverse these trends by:

e Repairing the NPT Regime. Following the 2026 Nonproliferation Treaty Review
Conference, ACA is working to advance concrete steps to reinforce its core principles
and objectives, especially halting and reversing the arms race, strengthening the
norm against nuclear testing, and reducing the risks of nuclear war.

e  Preventing further proliferation in the Middle East. ACA continues to inform
the debate and advance practical ideas and solutions to address evolving nuclear
proliferation risks in the region.

o Forging Pathways on Multilateral Nuclear Disarmament Diplomacy. In the
wake of New START's expiration, ACA is working to identify productive formats
and proposals that can define a new era of arms control and bring nuclearweapons
states back to the negotiating table.

This year's Annual Meeting will explore these pressing nuclear nonproliferation,
disarmament, and weapons-related security challenges—and how we can move toward
a safer world.

We are grateful for your support and engagement. Thank you!

D/

Daryl G. Kimball, Executive Director (2001- )
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Event Program

8:15 a.m. Registration opens

Welcome and Introduction of Keynote Speaker
9:00 a.m. )
Thomas Countryman, ACA Board Chair

Keynote Speaker

9:15 a.m. Amb. Do Hung Viet, President of the 11th NPT Review Conference
(live by video)

Repairing the NPT Regime: Preventing Nuclear Arms Racing,
Nuclear Testing, and Nuclear Proliferation
e Adam Scheinman, fmr. U.S. Amb. for the NPT

e Lynn Rusten, Nonresident Senior Fellow with the Transatlantic Defense and
Security Program at the Center for European Policy Analysis.

10:05 a.m.

e Daryl G. Kimball, ACA Executive Director (moderator)

10:50 a.m. Break

Special Message

11:00 a.m. | Ropert Floyd, Executive Secretary of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
Organization (video recording)

Special Video Message from the Winners of the
11:30 a.m. 2025 Arms Control Person of the Year Award

Libby Flatoff, ACA Program and Policy Associate (introduction)
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11:45 a.m.

Pre-lunch break

12:05 p.m.

Keynote Speaker
John C. Wester, Archbishop of Sante Fe, New Mexico (live by video)

1:00 p.m.

Post-lunch break

1:20 p.m.

Preventing Further Proliferation in the Middle East:
Iran, Israel, and Saudi Arabia

e Kelsey Davenport, ACA Nonproliferation Policy Director
e Sharon Squassoni, George Washington University
e Tom Countryman, ACA Board Chair (moderator)

2:15 p.m.

Pathways Toward Multilateral Diplomacy

e Tong Zhao, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
e Amy Nelson, New America

Matthew Sharp, MIT

Xiaodon Liang, ACA Senior Analyst (moderator)

3:00 p.m.

Closing Remarks and Thanks
Daryl Kimball
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Keynote Speakers

Ambassador Do Hung Viet
President of the 11th NPT Review Conference

Ambassador Do Hung Viet serves as Permanent Representative

of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to the United Nations in New
York and served as President of the 11th NPT Review Conference,
which convened from April 27 to May 22, 2026. He has reaffirmed
Viet Nam'’s consistent stance in support of comprehensive and non-
discriminatory nuclear disarmament and has underscored a spirit

of constructive engagement, dialogue, and multilateral cooperation
as he leads efforts to achieve consensus outcomes among the
treaty’s 191 member states. Prior to this appointment, he served as
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, overseeing Viet Nam'’s multilateral
diplomacy within the United Nations and ASEAN frameworks.

Robert Floyd
Executive Secretary of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organization

Dr. Robert Floyd began his tenure as Executive Secretary of the CTBTO
on August 1, 2021 and was reappointed to a second fouryear term

on August 1 2025, making him the organization's fourth Executive
Secretary. Prior to joining the CTBTO, he served as DirectorGeneral of
the Australian Safeguards and Non-Proliferation Office (ASNO), Australia’s
national authority for implementing treaties to control weapons of mass
destruction, overseeing 23 facilities in the CTBT's International Monitoring
System. Before his time at ASNO, he held senior executive positions in
the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, advising on counter-
terrorism, counter-proliferation, and homeland security. With a PhD in
population ecology, Dr. Floyd spent the first 20 years of his career as

a research scientist with the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organisation (CSIRO).

John C. Wester
Archbishop of Santa Fe, New Mexico

Archbishop John C. Wester became Archbishop of the Archdiocese of
Santa Fe in 2015, after serving as Bishop of Salt Lake City and, before that,
auxiliary bishop of San Francisco. New Mexico is at the heart of the U.S.
nuclear weapons complex, with two major national nuclear laboratories—
Los Alamos and Sandia—and nearly 40% of the Department of Energy’s
nuclear weapons budget allocated for work there, giving Archbishop
Wester a unique platform on disarmament. His January 2022 pastoral
letter, “Living in the Light of Christ's Peace: A Conversation Toward Nuclear
Disarmament,” is the first official document in U.S. church history calling
for the abolition of nuclear weapons. He has since partnered with bishops
in Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and Seattle in a joint disarmament initiative.
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Panelists

Ambassador Adam Scheinman
former U.S. Ambassador for the NPT

Ambassador Adam Scheinman served as Special Representative

of the President for Nuclear Nonproliferation, with the rank of
Ambassador, under both the Obama and Biden administrations
—first from September 2014 through January 2017, and again

from December 2021. From 2009 to 2013, he served as Director

for Nonproliferation on the White House National Security Staff,
overseeing all aspects of U.S. multilateral nuclear policy, and held
senior advisory positions at the State Department. Between his two
terms as Special Representative, he served as Professor of Practice
at the National War College. He has been a central figure in U.S.
engagement with the NPT, including at multiple Review Conferences.

Lynn Rusten
Nonresident Senior Fellow with the Transatlantic Defense and Security
Program at the Center for European Policy Analysis

Lynn Rusten is a Nonresident Senior Fellow with the Transatlantic Defense
and Security Program at the Center for European Policy Analysis and
member of ACAs Board of Directors.

From 2018-2024 she led the Nuclear Threat Initiative’s Global Nuclear
Policy Program. Prior to that, she held senior positions dealing with
nuclear arms control at the White House, Department of State,

and Congress.

Daryl G. Kimball
Executive Director, Arms Control Association

Daryl has been involved in the nuclear arms control and disarmament
field for more than three decades and has served as ACAs executive
director since 2001. He has shaped the Arms Control Association's
education and research programs and publications and led its policy
advocacy campaigns on a range of issues. He has participated in
seven NPT Review Conferences, beginning with the 1995 Review
and Extension Conference.

Introduction of the 2025 Arms Control Person(s) of the Year Award Winners

Libby Flatoff
Policy and Program Associate, Arms Control Association

Libby researches and writes about key nuclear arms control,
nonproliferation, and disarmament-related issues, including
multilateral nonproliferation and disarmament agreements. She also
manages ACA's programmatic and collaborative efforts; attending
and organizing public outreach events, strategy meetings, and other
key ACA events. She holds a master’s degree in Nonproliferation
and Terrorism Studies from the Middlebury Institute for International
Studies (MIIS).
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Panelists

Kelsey Davenport
Director for Nonproliferation Policy, Arms Control Association

Kelsey Davenport is the director for nonproliferation policy at the Arms
Control Association, where she researches and analyzes the nuclear and
missile programs of Iran and North Korea, and international efforts to prevent
nuclear proliferation. She joined the Arms Control Association in 2011 as a
Herbert Scoville Jr. Peace Fellow. She is a member of the advisory board for
the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies at the University of Notre
Dame and serves on the advisory committee for the National Committee

on North Korea. She is also the author of ACAs' 2024 report: Nuclear
Disarmament Summits: A Proposal for Rejuvenating Progress Toward a
World Free of Nuclear Weapons

Sharon Squassoni

Research Professor at George Washington University, formerly with the
U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, State Department, and the
Congressional Research Service

Sharon Squassoni is Research Professor of the Practice of International
Affairs in the Institute for International Science and Technology Policy at the
Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University. She
began her government career as a nuclear safeguards expert at the Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency, with her last State Department position
as Director of Policy Coordination in the Nonproliferation Bureau, and
subsequently advised Congress as a senior specialist in weapons of mass
destruction at the Congressional Research Service. Before joining GWU, she
led research programs at the Center for Strategic and International Studies
and the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

Thomas Countryman
Chair of the Board of Directors, Arms Control Association

Tom Countryman is the chair of the board of directors of the Arms Control
Association. Countryman served for 35 years as a member of the U.S.
Foreign Service until January 2017, achieving the rank of minister-counselor.
In October 2016, he was appointed to the position of acting undersecretary
of state for arms control and international security. He simultaneously
served as assistant secretary of state for international security and
nonproliferation, a position he had held since September 2011.
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Tong Zhao
Senior Fellow for the Nuclear Policy Program, Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace

Tong Zhao is a senior fellow with the Nuclear Policy Program and Carnegie
China, formerly based in Beijing and now conducting research in Washington,
D.C. on strategic security issues including nuclear weapons policy, deterrence,
arms control, and China's security and foreign policy. He is also a nonresident
researcher at Princeton University’s Science and Global Security Program, an
associate editor of the journal Science & Global Security, and a member of the
International Panel on Fissile Materials. He holds a PhD from Georgia Institute
of Technology and degrees in international relations and physics from Tsinghua
University, and has published widely in outlets including Foreign Affairs and
The New York Times.

Amy J. Nelson
Director for the Future Security Scenarios Lab at New America and a Senior
Fellow in the Future Security Program at the New American Foundation

Amy Nelson is Director for the Future Security Scenarios Lab at New

America and a Senior Fellow in the Future Security Program, combining

policy experience at the U.S. Department of State and the National Defense
University with academic backgrounds spanning philosophy, intellectual history,
cognitive neuroscience, and political science. She holds a PhD in political
science from UC Berkeley, an MA in French Studies from Columbia University,
and an AB in Philosophy from Stanford University. Her forthcoming book, The
Arms Control Paradox, incorporates decision theory and international relations
to re-examine how uncertainty shapes arms control negotiations.

Matthew Sharp
Senior Nuclear Fellow, Center for Nuclear Security Policy at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Matthew Sharp is a senior nuclear fellow at the Center for Nuclear Security
Policy within MIT's Security Studies Program, having served from 2009 to
2025 at the U.S. Department of State, most recently as acting deputy assistant
secretary for nuclear affairs in the Bureau of Arms Control, Deterrence, and
Stability. He also served as Director for Iran Nuclear Issues on President
Biden’s National Security Council staff from 2021 to 2022.

Xiaodon Liang
Senior Policy Analyst, Arms Control Association

Xiaodon Liang is the Senior Policy Analyst for Nuclear Weapons Policy

and Disarmament at the Arms Control Association. He focuses on U.S.
nuclear weapons policy and the budget, arms control and disarmament
policy issues, U.S. strategic relations with Russia and China, and emerging
technologies.

Xiaodon holds a PhD in International Relations from The Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, where he researched the politics of
arms industry management in semi-industrialized countries. He began his
career as an intern with ACA in 2011.
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INFORMATION. INFLUENCE. IMPACT.

Since 1971, we've provided authoritative information, news, and analysis on a
range of weapons-related global security challenges and pragmatic solutions to
eliminate the threats posed by the world’s most dangerous weapons.

Our timely research reports, issue briefs, fact sheets, e-newsletters, and our
flagship journal, Arms Control Today—all available online at armscontrol.org—
make us the go-to resource for diplomats, reporters, scholars, students, and

citizen advocates the world over.

We don't simply observe the world around us.

The Arms Control Association is a “think and do” tank that aims to advance
pragmatic solutions to steer policy outcomes in a safer and saner direction.

And over the years, we have made a difference. As the John D. and Catherine
T. MacArthur Foundation noted in 2011, ACA is an “exceptional organization
that effectively addresses pressing national and international challenges with
an impact that is disproportionate to its small size”

Today, we're working to:

e Head off an unconstrained, three-way nuclear arms race by
maintaining sensible limits on U.S. and Russian strategic arsenals
and advancing pragmatic disarmament diplomacy at the bilateral and
multilateral level.

e Narrow the role of nuclear weapons in U.S. military strategy and
slash the soaring costs of the U.S. nuclear weapons modernization
program, which is projected to cost more than $1 trillion over the
coming decade.

e Develop and promote more effective diplomatic strategies to curtail
the nuclear weapons capabilities of North Korea and the nuclear
weapons potential of Iran.

e  Protect the hard-won global prohibition against nuclear testing
established by the 1996 CTBT, and push back against threats of
nuclear use by any nation for any reason.

e Reinforce the global taboos against chemical and biological weapons.

e Advance tomorrow'’s arms control solutions to address the impact
of destabilizing new technologies, including the integration of
artificial intelligence in conventional weapons systems and in nuclear
command and control.
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HOW DO WE DO ALL OFTHIS?

ACA has always been a relatively small, but impactful organization thanks to
its dedicated, dynamic, and hard-working staff, fellows, interns, and our stellar
board of directors.

BREAKING NEWS
TRUMP: IRAN WILL NEVER REBUILD ITS NUCLEAR PROGRAM I
l SITUATION ROOM

Daryl Kimball | Executive Director, Arms Control Association

Shaping the debate: The mainstream news media still drives much of the public
debate, including the social media conversation, and is where many policymakers get
much of their information. ACA staff and Board experts are among the most widely
cited and highly trusted sources in the field for reporters and editors.

ACAs website is the “go-to” source for information on nuclear and other weapons-
related security challenges for policy practitioners, educators, students, journalists,
and concerned citizens the world over.

Arms Control Today: Since it was Atro Arm§C0ntrol
launched in 1974 as a monthly i

publication, Arms Control Today has g Pl
served as an authoritative source of i X cﬂi;fem.ce Chief Seeks to
news, information and analysis, a i
platform for scholarship on effective
policy solutions, and a place for in-
depth interviews with policymakers
on weapons-related security
challenges.

Become an ACA member or
subscriber for as little as $25 to
receive your digital copy of the journal.
Visit armscontrol.org/join
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Generating ideas: \We do
more than just describe _
problems. We develop and i o
present practical solutions and
engage with decision-makers
the world over to put ideas
into action.

The Future of the Chemical Weapons Convention:
R i ty

for Addressing

ecommendation:
Challenges Over the Next

ACA regularly produces
in-depth research reports,
issue briefs, policy white
papers, and maintains a library of more than 100 at-a-glance fact sheets. Our
webinars, workshops, briefings, and Annual Meeting deliver expert insights
and information on the most pressing weapons-related challenges today.

Catalyzing executive branch and congressional action on nuclear
disarmament: \We have a proven track record of pressing U.S. leaders to
reduce the role, cost, and numbers of nuclear weapons, and to pursue
nonproliferation through diplomacy.

ACA engages with officials and diplomats worldwide to inject proposals and
ideas to catalyze action for nuclear threat reduction.

Training the next generation of arms controllers: ACA has provided a
start for hundreds of young analysts, interns, and Herbert Scoville Jr. Peace
Fellows over the years.

Collaborating effectively: \WVe have years of experience working with smart
people and organizations in the United States and around the world who
bring diverse strengths and perspectives to effect positive policy change. For
example:

e  ACA hosts the Physicists Coalition for Nuclear Threat Reduction, a
national network of scientists advocating for saner nuclear policies.

e Since 2013, ACA has served as the lead U.S. partner for the U.S.-
German-Russian “Deep Cuts Commission,” which facilitates
dialogue and joint research involving top nuclear arms control
experts.

e |n 2025, ACA co-launched the “Call to Halt and Reverse the Arms
Race,” which has the support of more than 50 key organizations.
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ACA’s robust work is done with ten staff and a total annual budget around
$1.6 million.

Our work very much depends on the support of members, generous individual
donors, and a handful of loyal philanthropies who have provided core support to
ACA for years. We do not accept U.S. government funding of any kind.

HOWYOU CAN HELP:

Join or renew your membership. Make a commitment to effective arms control
solutions. Annual membership dues begin at $25.

Learn more at armscontrol.org/join

Take action. Progress on arms control and disarmament depends on public
engagement and pressure for national and foreign policy decisionmakers to take
responsible action. Become part of our growing action alert network to learn how
you can write, call, and meet with key policymakers.

See armscontrol.org/take-action

#ACA2026 * ANNUAL MEETING
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Many Ways to Give

Support from individuals like you is vital to sustaining our work.

There are many ways to give that may be meaningful to you and will support our
work in the years to come.

For example, you may make gifts of stock, qualified charitable IRA distributions,
employer matching gifts, and donor-advised fund grants.

We also invite you to join ACA’s Legacy Society, open to all who notify ACA in
writing that they have taken steps to provide a future planned gift to ACA through
their estate plans.

See more about the many ways to give at armscontrol.org/give

For questions or assistance in making a gift, contact:

Kathy Crandall Robinson, Chief Operating Officer
Phone: (202) 463-8270 ext. 101, Email: kathycr@armscontrol.org

Send correspondence and checks to:

Arms Control Association

Attn: Daryl G. Kimball, Executive Director
1100 H Street NW, Suite 520
Washington, DC 20005

The Arms Control Association is a U.S.-based, independent, 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization, Federal EIN 23-7124588.

Gifts made in the United States are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed
by the law.

Give today.
Our work depends on your support.

Visit armscontrol.org/donate
or scan the QR code.
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Thank You!

We are grateful to all of our Arms Control Association
members, donors, Arms Control Today subscribers, and
the following institutions that provide grants supporting
our work:

Carnegie Corporation of New York

German Federal Foreign Office

Global Affairs Canada, Weapons Threat Reduction Program
Richard Lounsbery Foundation

New-Land Foundation

Ploughshares

The Prospect Hill Foundation

Rockefeller Brothers Fund

Samuel Rubin Foundation

Simons Foundation, Canada

Telemachus Foundation to Empower the Poor and End War



Arms Control Person(s) of the Year

Every year since 2007 we nominate and select individuals and institutions that have
advanced effective arms control, nonproliferation, and disarmament solutions and/or
raised awareness of the threats posed by mass casualty weapons.
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H lms‘““ Peace Messengers
Nagasaki

LT

2025: Hiroshima and Nagasaki Peace Messengers

The Hiroshima and Nagasaki Peace Messengers were selected for their advocacy against
nuclear weapons and their delivery of 110,000 signatures for world peace to the United

Nations. Representing the 28th cohort of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki Peace Messengers
initiative, the students shared accounts from great-grandparents who survived the atomic
bombings, attended a session of the Conference on Disarmament, and discussed how to

achieve security without nuclear deterrence.

2024: Austrian Foreign Minister Alexander
Schallenberg and Austrian Foreign Ministry

2023: \Workers and technicians dismantling
US chemical weapons in Colorado and
Kentucky

2022: The Energoatom staff working at
Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant

2021: Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard and
the Government of Mexico

2020: Ambassador Bonnie Jenkins and
WCAPS

2019: Dr. Areg Danagoulian and colleagues
at MIT

2018: 4,000 anonymous Google employees

2017: The disarmament delegations of
Austria, Brazil, Ireland, Mexico, New
Zealand, and South Africa, and Amb. Elayne
Whyte Gémez of Costa Rica

2016: Tony de Brum and the government
of the Marshall Islands

2015: Setsuko Thurlow and the Hibakusha
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

2014: Ambassador Alexander Kmentt,
Austria’s Director for Arms Control,
Nonproliferation, and Disarmament

2013: Lassina Zerbo, Executive Secretary of
the CTBTO

2012: General James Cartwright
2011: Kathi Lynn Austin, reporter and activist

2010: Kairat Umarov, Kazakhstan's Deputy
Foreign Minister and Thomas D’Agostino,
US National Nuclear Security Administration

2009: Senator Richard Lugar (R-Ind.)

2008: Norwegian Foreign Minister Jonas
Gahr Store and Director-General for Security
Policy and the High North Steffan Kongstad

2007: Congressmen Peter Visclosky (D-Ind.)
and David Hobson (R-Ohio)

See www.armscontrol.org/acpoy/previous for more information.
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In Memoriam:
Stephen Warnke

It is with much grief and sadness that we note that Stephen Warnke, an ACA Board
Member and our friend, unexpectedly passed away on May 13 while traveling in
England with his wife Susan Sommer. He was 65, just retired from a quarter-century
run with the New York law firm Ropes and Gray, and looking forward to enjoying life
and helping make the world better.

As Stephen’s son Paul wrote in a message to us, Stephen “was passionate about ACA
and its mission and was excited to serve on ACA’s board with the vigor and dedication
he approached so many endeavors in his life. Supporting ACA was his way of carrying
forward his father’s legacy—their shared dedication to a principled U.S. foreign policy
and making the world a safer place”

“Above all, my dad was overjoyed that I have committed my career to the immensely
challenging yet rewarding pursuit of nuclear peace,” he added. (Paul Warnke is a
senior Program Officer with the Nuclear Threat Initiative Nuclear Policy Program.)

As everyone in the nuclear policy field will remember, the senior Paul Warnke,
Stephen’s father, was a major figure in the field of nuclear arms control and
disarmament, a mentor to many younger experts and professionals in the field, and
also a member of ACAs Board of Directors. ACA held a major conference in 2004 at
Georgetown University (where his papers are archived) in honor of the senior Paul
Warnke who passed away in 2001.

Stephen’s death is a devastating loss. Our hearts go out to the Warnke family, Stephen’s
innumerable friends, and longtime colleagues at Ropes & Gray where Stephen was a
well-respected and in-demand healthcare attorney.

As his Ropes & Gray associates recalled in their remembrance, his active pro bono
practice extended his impact by improving health care quality, expanding access for
underserved groups, and fighting for greater transparency to healthcare costs and
insurance information. He was at the forefront of New York’s COVID-19 response,
playing an instrumental role in establishing an emergency standard of care for patients
surging into hospitals in the pandemic’s earliest days. His work eased suffering and
saved lives.

Quite simply, Stephen was a wonderful person: kind, extremely smart, and very
committed to making things better for others, as best he could.

A memorial celebration will be held on June 16 at 4 p.m. at the Angel Orensanz
Foundation, 172 Norfolk Street, New York City.
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HERO LEVEL ($10,000 +) AMBASSADOR LEVEL ($1,000 +)

Debra Decker

YourSpace America William Hill
Angela Kane

Paul F. Walker

Stephen Warnke and Susan Sommer

CHAMPION LEVEL (35,000 +) (Anonymous)
Daniel P Seehag LEADERSHIP LEVEL ($500 +)

Leland Cogliani

Rose Gottemoeller and Raymond Arnaudo
TORCHBEARER LEVEL ($2,500 +) Edward Levine

Glenn Marcus

A N
CULMEN Philip J. Padgett
INTERNATIONAL Plant The Light
Barclay Ward
Roger Weinreich
(Anonymous)

Thank you also to attendees who gave a “Round Up to Raise Up” gift with their Annual Meeting registration. This gift
enabled ACA to to uplift the rising generation of arms controllers by
supporting students and early career participant attendees.





