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9:00 a.m. Welcome

Daryl G. Kimball, Executive Director

Presentation of the 2016 “Arms Control Persons of the Year Award”

9:30 a.m. Panel 1: The NPT and the Ban Treaty Talks: A Status Report

• Thomas Countryman, former Acting Undersecretary of State  
for Arms Control and International Security

• Jan Kickert, Austrian Ambassador to the United Nations

• Moderator: Susan Burk, head of U.S. delegation to 2010 NPT Review 
Conference, and member of the Board of Directors

10:45 a.m. Panel 2: Curbing the North Korean Nuclear and Missile Threat

• Michael Elleman, Senior Fellow for Missile Defence,  
International Institute for Strategic Studies

• Suzanne DiMaggio, Director, the U.S.-Iran Initiative, and 
Senior Fellow, New America Foundation

• Moderator: Kelsey Davenport, Director for Nonproliferation Policy

11:45 a.m. Lunch Buffet

Please be in your seats by 12:15 p.m. for our keynote address.

12:15 p.m. Keynote

• Christopher Ford, Special Assistant to the President and Senior 
Director for Weapons of Mass Destruction and Counterproliferation, 
National Security Council

1:15 p.m. Panel 3: Reducing Nuclear & Security Risks with Russia

• Ulrich Kühn, Fellow, Carnegie Endowment for International  
Peace and Fellow, Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy  
at the University of Hamburg 

• Anya Loukianova, Stanton Nuclear Security Fellow, RAND Corporation

• Moderator: Kingston Reif, Director for Disarmament and  
Threat Reduction Policy

2:15 p.m. Keynote

• Izumi Nakamitsu, Undersecretary-General and High Representative for 
Disarmament Affairs, UN Office of Disarmament Affairs

3:00 p.m. Closing

• Daryl G. Kimball, Executive Director

5:00 p.m. Reception

Eighteenth Street Lounge • 1212 18th Street NW, Washington, DC 20036

Schedule               
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Christopher Ford is a special assistant to the 
president and the senior director for weapons 
of mass destruction and counterproliferation 
on the U.S. National Security Council. Before 
returning to the executive branch, Ford was 
the chief legislative counsel on the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. Ford has 
extensive experience on Capitol Hill, also 
serving as counsel for the Senate Banking 
Committee (2015), the Senate Committee 
on Appropriations (2013-2015), the Senate 
Select Comm ittee on Intelligence (2001-
2003), and before that as counsel for the 
Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations and as national 
security advisor for Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine), among other positions. 
During the George W. Bush administration, he served as the U.S. special 
representative for nuclear nonproliferation at the Department of State as 
well as serving as the principal deputy assistant secretary of state for arms 
control, nonproliferation, and disarmament verification and compliance 
policy. He is also a former senior fellow at the Hudson Institute, where  
he directed the Center for Technology and Global Security. Ford is a 
graduate of Harvard College, Oxford University (as a Rhodes Scholar), 
and Yale Law School.

Izumi Nakamitsu is the new under-
secretary-general and high representative 
for disarmament affairs at the UN Office for 
Disarmament Affairs. Nakamitsu has served 
in a number of positions in the United 
Nations system, both at Headquarters and in 
the field, including in the UN Reform Team 
of former Secretary-General Kofi Annan, and 
with the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), in the 
office of Assistant High Commissioner for 
Policy and Operations Sergio Vieira de Mello, 
and in UNHCR field operations in the former 

Yugoslavia, Turkey and northern Iraq. Most recently, she was the assistant 
administrator for the Crisis Response Unit, UN Development Programme 
and in the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations as director of the 
Asia and the Middle East Division and director of the Division of Policy 
for Evaluation and Training. Between 2005 and 2008, she was professor of 
International Relations at Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo. @INakamitsu

Izumi Nakamitsu

Christopher Ford

Keynote Addresses
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Thomas Countryman was a career member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, achieving the 
rank of minister-counselor, and served as acting 
undersecretary for arms control and international 
security, a position to which he was appointed 
in October 2016. He simultaneously served as 
assistant secretary for international security 
and nonproliferation (ISN), a position he held 
since September 2011. As acting undersecretary, 
Countryman advised the Secretary of State on 
arms control, nonproliferation, disarmament 

and political-military affairs. Prior to his position as assistant secretary, 
he served as the principal deputy assistant secretary for political-military 
affairs, deputy assistant secretary for European affairs, and as the foreign 
policy advisor to the Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps. From 1994-
1997, he was responsible for advising Ambassador Madeline Albright on 
Middle East affairs at the U.S. Mission to the United Nations, and served 
as liaison with the UN Special Commission investigating Iraq’s weapons 
programs. @TMCountryman

Suzanne DiMaggio is a director and senior 
fellow at the New America Foundation where 
she leads projects focused on international 
security in the Middle East and Asia. DiMaggio 
has been leading Track 1.5 and Track 2 
diplomatic initiatives on regional security, 
terrorism, nonproliferation, governance, and 
development for over 15 years. She has a special 
interest in the role of policy dialogue with 
countries that the United States has limited 
official relations, especially Iran, Myanmar, and 
North Korea. Following a recent visit to Pyongyang, North Korea in 
February 2017, she is preparing to launch a U.S.-DPRK dialogue. Before 
joining New America, DiMaggio served as the vice president of global 
policy programs at the Asia Society (2007-2014), and was also the 
vice president of policy programs at the United Nations Association 
of the USA (UNA-USA; 1998-2007) where she directed programs that 
advanced multilateral approaches to global problem solving and 
advocated in support of constructive U.S. international engagement. 
@suzannedimaggio

Thomas Countryman

Suzanne DiMaggio

Panelists (alphabetical)
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Jan Kickert

Michael Elleman is the senior fellow for 
missile defence at the Institute for International 
Strategic Studies (IISS). Before joining IISS, 
Elleman spent five years at Booz Allen Hamilton, 
where he supported the implementation of 
Cooperative Threat Reduction programmes 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of Defense 
and the Department of Energy. He also provided 
weapons proliferation analyses to the Advanced 
Systems and Concepts Office at the Defense 
Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA). Previously, 

he spent 18 months at the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection 
Commission (UNMOVIC) as a missile expert for weapons inspection 
missions in Iraq. Prior to joining the UN, he spent two decades as a 
scientist as Lockheed Martin’s Research and Development Laboratory, 
where his activities focused on solid propellants, weapons elimination 
technologies, nuclear effects and special materials research. From 1995 
to 2001, he led a Cooperative Threat Reduction program in Russia, 
aimed at dismantling obsolete long-range missiles. @StuckinArabia

Jan Kickert is the permanent representative 
of Austria to the United Nations in New York.  
Prior to his appointment as ambassador, Kickert 
was director-general for political affairs of 
the Austrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 
from 2009 to 2011. He served as his country’s 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Austria to Croatia. Kickert 
also served in a number of other government 
positions, including in the Cabinet of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs from 2005 to 2007, 
and as deputy head of the Cabinet from 2007 to 2009. In the autumn 
of 2004, he acted as the personal representative to Kosovo of Javier 
Solana, the European Union’s high representative for common foreign 
and security policy.  From 2001 to 2004, he was minister-counsellor 
and deputy head of Mission at the Austrian Embassy in Ottawa. He 
joined the Austrian Foreign Ministry in 1995 after graduating that year 
from the Diplomatic Academy in Vienna, Austria. @AustriaUN

Michael Elleman

Panelists (alphabetical)
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Ulrich Kühn is a Stanton nuclear security 
fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, and a fellow with the 
Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy 
at the University of Hamburg (IFSH). He holds 
a Ph.D. in political sciences from Hamburg 
University and was also a UN Fellow on 
Disarmament. His current research focuses on 
escalation dynamics in the NATO-Russia context 
and possible arms control measures. Previously, 
he worked for the German Federal Foreign 

Office. Kühn is the founder and a permanent member of the Deep 
Cuts Commission, a 21-member trilateral commission of German, 
Russian, and American experts, chair of the Standing Group on Non-
Proliferation of the European Initiative on Security Studies (EISS), and 
an elected member of the International Institute for Strategic Studies 
and an alumnus of the ZEIT Foundation Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius.  
@UliTKuehn

Anya Loukianova is a Stanton nuclear 
security fellow at RAND. Her research interests 
include U.S./NATO-Russian security strategies 
and Euro-Atlantic security institutions. Prior to 
her current position, Loukianova was a program 
officer at the Stanley Foundation where she 
focused on multilateral action to strengthen 
nuclear security. Between 2007 and 2012, she was 
a research associate at the James Martin Center 
for Nonproliferation Studies at the Monterey 
Institute of International Studies, where she 
focused nuclear weapons and nuclear fuel cycle issues in Russia and 
the former Soviet Union states and also provided research support for 
a book dealing with cruise missile proliferation. She received her Ph.D. 
in policy studies (international security and economic policy) from the 
University of Maryland and earned an M.P.I.A. in security studies from 
the University of Pittsburgh. @AnyaLouk

Anya Loukianova

Ulrich Kühn 
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We’re facing serious challenges in 2017—protecting the 2015 
Iran Nuclear Deal, pressing the Trump administration to engage 
North Korea to freeze its nuclear program, avoiding conflict and 
renewed nuclear competition with Russia, and more.

That makes our work—and your gen erous support—in the weeks 
and months ahead more essential than ever.

Since the Arms Control Association was established 46 years ago, 
we’ve delivered authoritative analysis and proposals that have 
shaped the public debate in concert with other partners in and 
outside of government.

You can count on us to continue to advance practical and 
effective solutions to address the enormous dangers posed by 
nuclear weapons.

Here are 
some ways 
you can help:

Our work depends on 
your support…
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Make a contribution. Tax-deductible donations, at whatever 
level you can give, whether it’s $25, $50, $500, or $1,000, 
enable the Arms Control Association to advocate for sensible 
arms control solutions to today’s toughest weapons-related 
challenges.

Join or renew your membership. Our memberships, which 
start at $25 annually, give you access to Arms Control Today, our 
e-newsletter, and more!

Get your institution to subscribe. Beginning at $50 
for digital access, Arms Control Today is also available at the 
“Professional Subscription” level for institutions or individuals 
who don’t want a membership to the Association but still want 
a subscription.

Give a gift membership or subscription. Buy a friend a 
subscription to the Arms Control Association’s monthly journal, 
Arms Control Today.

Consider planned giving. Talk with our staff to find out how 
you can make a bequest of charitable assets to the Association. 
We can be reached via email at aca@armscontrol.org, or by 
phone, 202-463-8270.

Visit www.armscontrol.org/supportaca to get started.

Thanks!

Support the Arms Control Association
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Since 1971, the Arms Control Association has provided comprehensive 

and authoritative news, analysis, and commentary on weapons related 

security challenges and practical solutions to address them. Today, 

the Arms Control Association publishes a wide-ranging array of fact 

sheets, issue briefs, timelines, and major research reports, as well as 

our flagship monthly journal Arms Control Today.

ARMS CONTROL TODAY

The Arms Control Association’s flagship 
journal provides authoritative coverage 
and in-depth analysis of the latest arms 
control developments. Each issue includes 
3-4 feature-length articles from leading 
experts and opinion leaders in the field, 
original news reports by Arms Control 
Association analysts and editors, book 
reviews, in-depth interviews with major 
policy figures, and more. The journal is 
available in print, online, and on the new 
Arms Control App.

Our Recent Publications and Resources

Arms Control
Association

ArmsControl.org/App

Arms Control
AppTHE SOURCE ON NONPROLIFERATION  

AND GLOBAL SECURITY   

NEW DESIGN!

More intuitive  
interface

Easy-to-read 
issues of Arms 
Control Today

Breaking news and 
expert analysis

One-of-a-kind 
fact sheets 

and resources
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FACT SHEETS AND TREATY TEXTS
The Arms Control Association maintains a comprehensive set 
of country profiles and more than 100 “At-A-Glance” fact sheets 
that provide a basic overview of key agreements and issues in 10 
major categories. Visit armscontrol.org to find out more.

NUCLEAR POLICY BRIEFS AND ISSUE BRIEFS
Arms Control Association Nuclear Policy Briefs take 
an objective, in-depth look at key nuclear and missile-related 
threats, and considers policy responses to those threats. Arms 

Control Association Issue Briefs provide rapid, 
timely analysis on breaking arms control events 
and issues. These briefs are produced throughout 
the year and are distributed online and through 
the Arms Control Association’s e-update system to 
Arms Control Association members, congressional 
offices, executive branch officials, foreign embassies, 
reporters and editors, and the general public.

 

RESEARCH REPORTS AND PROJECTS

The Nuclear Nonproliferation Initiatives Mapping Project

Visit the full project site at NuclearNonProMap.org

The Nuclear Nonproliferation Initiatives Mapping Project aims 
to inform and update nuclear policy experts, scholars, students, 
and the general public, on the role that overlapping multilateral 
initiatives play in bolstering the nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty (NPT) by securing weapons-usable materials, regulating 
the spread of dual-use nuclear ballistic missile technologies, and 
blocking the illicit transfer of weapons-related items.

The five initiatives examined in this project include: the Global 
Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism, the Missile Technology 
Control Regime, the Nuclear Suppliers Group, the Proliferation 
Security Initiative, and the G7 Global Partnership Against the 
Spread of Weapons of Mass Destruction.

	 1	

Volume 9, Issue 2, May 2017 
  

U.S. Support for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
Organization Enhances U.S. and Global Security 

 
Possible Budget Cuts Would Undermine Nuclear Test Detection 

 
At a time when it is more important than ever to reinforce the global norm against nuclear 
test explosions and to maintain global capabilities to detect nuclear weapons testing by 
other countries, the Donald Trump administration is proposing severe budget cutbacks at 
the State Department, including U.S. contributions to key international organizations. 
  
According to the Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 budget outline released by the Trump 
administration in February, his administration “seeks to reduce or end direct funding for 
international organizations whose missions do not substantially advance U.S. foreign 
policy interests, are duplicative, or are not well-managed.” No further detail or 
explanation was provided. 
  
The Trump administration is expected to release its full budget request the week of May 
22. 
  
These funding cuts could include a 
reduction in the U.S. contribution for 
the intergovernmental organization 
responsible for the global nuclear test 
monitoring system designed to detect 
and deter clandestine nuclear 
explosions, the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO). 
  
Such funding cuts would run counter 
to the value placed on this 
contribution by Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson, who joined with his G7 
foreign ministerial counterparts to 
extoll the value of the CTBTO in their April 11 Joint Communique on nonproliferation and 
disarmament. They said in part: 

We believe that all States should maintain all existing voluntary moratoria on nuclear 
weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosion, and those States that have not 



10 ARMS CONTROL ASSOCIATION • armscontrol.org

The 2016 Arms Control Persons of the 

Year Award Winners: The Republic of 

the Marshall Islands and its former 

Foreign Minister Tony de Brum.

The Republic of the Marshall Islands and 

its former Foreign Minister Tony de Brum, 

garnered the highest number of votes in an 

online poll to determine the “2016 Arms 

Control Persons of the Year.” Over 1,850 

individuals from 63 countries participated 

in the selection.

The government of the Marshall Islands and Ambassador de Brum were 

nominated for pursuing a formal legal case in the International Court 

of Justice in The Hague against the world’s nuclear-armed states for 

their failure to initiate nuclear disarmament negotiations in violation 

of Article VI of the 1968 nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and customary 

international law.

In October 2016, the 16-member court issued their rulings which upheld 

the arguments of the nuclear states that the Court lacked jurisdiction in 

two 9-7 votes in the cases of India and Pakistan and in an 8-8 vote in the 

case of the United Kingdom.

The people of the Marshall Islands were subjected to 67 U.S. atmospheric 

nuclear tests explosions from 1946 to 1958. India, Pakistan, and the 

United Kingdom were the only states to participate in the lawsuits 

because the others do not recognize the court’s compulsory jurisdiction 

to mediate disputes between states.

Despite the court decisions, representatives of the Marshall Islands 

said the cases brought the frustratingly slow pace of disarmament 

negotiations to the world’s attention.

Arms Control Persons of the Year
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Previous Winners

The Arms Control Association is dedicated to providing authoritative information 
and promoting practical solutions to address the dangers posed by the world’s 
most dangerous weapons: nuclear, biological, and chemical, as well as certain 
types of conventional arms.

Every year since 2007, the Arms Control Association’s staff has nominated 
several individuals and institutions that have advanced effective arms control, 
nonproliferation, and disarmament solutions and/or raised awareness of the 
threats posed by mass casualty weapons. The nominee that receives the highest 
number of votes in an online poll becomes the “Arms Control Person of the Year.”

2015
Setsuko Thurlow and the Hibakusha (atomic bomb survivors) of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki for their unyielding dedication to sharing first-hand accounts  
of the catastrophic and inhumane effects of nuclear weapons.

2014
Austria’s Director for Arms Control, Nonproliferation, and Disarmament 
Ambassador Alexander Kmentt for organizing the third International 
Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons.

2013
Executive-Secretary of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organization 
Lassina Zerbo for providing real-time data regarding North Korea’s third 
nuclear test explosion.

2012
General James Cartwright for calling on the United States to reduce its 
nuclear forces, scale back triad modernization plans, and reduce the alert 
status of deployed weapons.

2011
Reporter and activist Kathi Lynn Austin for her work to document and track 
arms smugglers and for highlighting the need for a robust global Arms  
Trade Treaty.

2010
Kazakhstan Deputy Foreign Minister Kairat Umarov and U.S. National Nuclear 
Security Administration Administrator Thomas D’Agostino for securing 
material containing highly enriched uranium and weapons-grade plutonium.

2009
Senator Richard Lugar (R-Ind.) for his long-running support for U.S. financial 
contributions to assist with the construction of Russia’s chemical weapons 
demilitarization complex.

2008

Norway’s Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr Støre and his ministry’s Director-
General for Security Policy Steffen Kongstad. Støre convened the Oslo 
process which led to the negotiation of the Convention on Cluster Munitions, 
and Kongstad led Norway’s cross departmental effort.

2007
Congressmen Peter Visclosky (D-Ind.) and David Hobson (R-Ohio) for helping 
lead the effort for Congress to reject the Bush administration’s proposal to 
fund research on a new, replacement warhead.
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NOTES





Thank You!

This annual meeting and our work throughout the 
year would not be possible without the help of many 

individual members and institutional supporters, 
which include:

Carnegie Corporation of New York,  
Janelia Foundation, John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation, New Land Foundation, 
Ploughshares Fund, Prospect Hill Foundation,  

Stewart R. Mott Charitable Trust,  
German Federal Foreign Office

We would also like to thank everyone who donated 
towards the meeting, and particularly highlight our 

generous Event Sponsors for their special support 
towards this year’s annual meeting:

Pierce Corden
Deborah Fikes

Deborah Gordon
Jan Lodal

Andrew Weber
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation

Women’s Action for New Directions
Anonymous (2)

Arms Control
Association


