
Obama’s Prague Nuclear Risk 
Reduction Goals: A Status Update

In a major speech on April 5, 2009 in Prague less than 100 days after his 
first inauguration, President Barack Obama said the United States has a 

“moral responsibility” to prevent nuclear weapons use and proliferation. He 
warned that, “the threat of global nuclear war has gone down, but the risk 
of a nuclear attack has gone up. More nations have acquired these weapons. 
Testing has continued. The technology to build a bomb has spread.” 

In the address Obama outlined a step-by-step plan to move closer to “the 
peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons.” The following is a 
brief summary of the action steps and progress achieved.

Reducing the Number and Role of Nuclear Weapons
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Goal: “To put an end to Cold War thinking, we 
will reduce the role of nuclear weapons in our 
national security strategy and urge others to do the 
same.”

“To reduce our warheads and stockpiles, we will 
negotiate a new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 
with the Russians this year…. And this will set the 
stage for further cuts, and we will seek to include 
all nuclear weapons states in this endeavor.”

StatuS: In April 2009, United States and Russia 
began negotiation on a New Strategic Arms Reduc-
tion Treaty and signed the treaty on April 8, 2010. 
In December 2010—after nearly seven months of 
intense review and debate—a bipartisan coalition 
of senators voted to approve its ratification. New 
START entered into force on February 5, 2011. The 

treaty requires the two countries to reduce their 
arsenals to no more than 1,550 strategic deployed 
warheads (30% below earlier limits) by 2018 and 
established a new and more intrusive system of 
monitoring and verification that has increased 
predictability and stability.

Since 2010, President Obama has said he would 
seek another round of bilateral reductions address-
ing strategic and tactical nuclear warheads, de-
ployed and non-deployed, and associated delivery 
systems. Preliminary U.S.-Russian discussions have 
begun on these issues.

In April 2010, the administration completed a 
new Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) that narrows 
the range of contingencies under which the Presi-
dent would consider the use of nuclear weapons. 
The NPR declares that “the fundamental role 
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President Barack Obama (left) and Russian President Dmitry 
Medvedev sign the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty in 
Prague on April 8, 2010.
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of U.S. nuclear forces is to deter nuclear attacks 
against the U.S. and our allies and partners” and 
rules out the need for nuclear weapons testing, 
new types of weapons, and the pursuit of new 
military missions for nuclear weapons. 

The plan for implementing the NPR has report-
edly been completed but its final approval has 
been delayed for more than a year. In March 2012, 
Obama said: “That study is still underway.  But 
even as we have more work to do, we can already 
say with confidence that we have more nuclear 
weapons than we need.”

The United States and the other four original 
nuclear weapon states have also begun a series of 
informal discussions on nuclear weapons policy 
issues, nonproliferation challenges, and terms and 
definitions.

Ending Nuclear Testing
Goal: “To achieve a global ban on nuclear testing, 
my administration will immediately and aggres-
sively pursue U.S. ratification of the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty.”

StatuS: At the administration’s request, the 
National Academy of Sciences conducted a compre-
hensive technical report on the CTBT that was pub-

lished in March 2012. The administration has also 
completed new, classified intelligence and military 
assessments of the treaty. In March 2012, President 
Obama said: “my administration will continue to 
pursue ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty.” Senior administration officials have begun 
initial conversations with key senators, but no 
timeframe for a Senate vote has been announced.

Fissile Material Production Cut-Off
Goal: “To cut off the building blocks needed for a 
bomb, the United States will seek a new treaty that 
verifiably ends the production of fissile materials 
intended for use in state nuclear weapons.”

StatuS: Formal negotiations on a proposed 
Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty (FMCT) have been 
blocked repeatedly in the Geneva-based Confer-
ence on Disarmament (CD) by Pakistan, which 

continues to produce these materials. The Obama 
administration has held informal FMCT-related 
discussions among a smaller group including the 
United States, Russia, China, the United Kingdom, 
France, India and Pakistan, but no progress has 
been announced. Other states, including Canada 
and Mexico, have proposed that if talks do not be-
gin at the CD, the issue should be dealt with at the 
UN General Assembly. 
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Natanz, one of Iran’s two uranium enrichment facilities, is also the 
site for research, development and testing of advanced centrifuges.
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Strengthening the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
Goal: “Together we will strengthen the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty as a basis for coopera-
tion.”

StatuS: In September 2009, with the United 
States serving as the president of the UN Security 
Council, the Council adopted a wide-ranging reso-
lution (Resolution 1887) outlining key disarma-
ment and nonproliferation obligations and initia-
tives. 

In May 2010, the administration worked to 
achieve a consensus final document at the once-

every-five-year NPT review conference, which 
reaffirmed the value of the NPT to international 
security, reiterated the commitments made by all 
states to strengthen the treaty at the 1995 and 2000 
review conferences, and agreed to a forward-look-
ing plan of action on disarmament, strengthening 
safeguards, and achieving universal adherence to 
NPT norms. Notably, the conference called for a 
meeting by 2012 on a weapons-of-mass-destruc-
tion-free zone in the Middle East, which has not 
yet been held. Preparations are underway for the 
next NPT review conference in 2015. 

Iran
Goal: “Iran has yet to build a nuclear weapon. 
My administration will seek engagement with Iran 
based on mutual interests and mutual respect. We 
believe in dialogue. But in that dialogue we will 
present a clear choice.”

StatuS: The United States, Russia, China, the 
United Kingdom, France and Germany have held 
multiple rounds of talks with Iran’s leadership 
aimed at limiting Tehran’s production of enriched 
uranium and shedding light on past nuclear activi-
ties. The talks are ongoing.

Securing Nuclear Weapons Usable Materials
Goal: “Finally, we must ensure that terrorists 
never acquire a nuclear weapon…Today I am 
announcing a new international effort to secure 
all vulnerable nuclear material around the world 
within four years.”

StatuS: The administration launched the Nucle-
ar Security Summit process, hosting the first meet-

ing in Washington, D.C. in 2010, with a second 
meeting in Seoul, South Korea in 2012. Leaders of 
more than four-dozen countries have pledged to 
take specific actions to strengthen fissile material 
security and prevent nuclear terrorism. This pro-
cess will continue at a third summit planned for 
the Netherlands in 2014.


